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Abstract

Based on the studies of ethnic relationship, worship community, and local society, this
research aims to discuss the formation and changes of a local society, which locates at the

junction of Houlong, Zaociao, and Touwu Townships.

This study collects both the historical data and materials of the contempaorary ritual
activities of Sin-Lian Temple, and other related religious rituals via field research, document
exploration and participant observation. According to the index of religious sphere and the
concept of worship community, the worship spheres of Sin-Lian Temple’s Mazu, Bei-Shih’s

Mazu, Heaven God, Bao-Sheng Da-Di, and Guangong are marked in this study.

First, this study discusses the chronological transformation and the current renovation of
Sin-Lian Temple itself. The unique worship pattern— abstinence from meat inside the gate of
this Buddhist Temple, yet restriction-free outside the gate—attracts Buddhists, maintains the
tradition of folk beliefs and develops its own Wang Zhao-Jun belief. The dynamic feature of
Mazu Pilgrimage connects Sin-Lian Temple to other folk gods and therefore to the local

society.

Furthermore, this study discovers the characteristics of the folk gods, including growth,



collision, integration, and expansion, which reflect and are able to be traced back to the
history of the local society formed by Guangdong and Fujian immigrants. On the other hand,
the worship community highly influences the magnitude of the religious sphere; therefore, the

community compels the reconstruction of the local society.

Keywords: Er-Jhang-Li Village, community, Mazu Pilgrimage, Zhao-Jun belief
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