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ABSTRACT

This research is based on the phenomenon of the concentrated temples and the
overlapped religious sphere around the Dianzai Street in Xihu County, Miaoli. By
discussing the symbols of religion and the interactions of powers, the study observes
the cultural aspects and connections of the local society. Constructed from bottom to
top, the symbolic stratum of the local religion is used to explain the progress and
development of the four outer villages in Xihu County. On the other hand, the once
regionalized Xihu County which resulted from the union of the frontier guard posts
evolved into “Four Outer Villages” and “Three Inner Villages”, which have two
separate systems of Mazu pilgrimages that clarify the relation between the two local

societies of the Xihu River Basin.

This study discovers that based on the Central Place Theory, Dianzai Street is the
central location due to the geological and transporting factors. The concentrated
temples of the Four Outer Villages represent the struggles of powers. The diversity of
the local lineages forms a superior religious stratum including the Liu family’s
ancestral shrine. The Four Outer Villages and the local lineages maintain a balance
based on the religious stratum. The Four Outer Villages and the Three Inner Villages
share the historic memory of the union of the frontier guard posts and therefore
construct two religious symbol systems to distribute water resource. The competition
for power and the interaction of different cultural factors form the overlapped religious

symbol systems and develop its locality and unique culture of local society.

Keywords - Downstream of Xihu River, religious sphere, local society,

worship community, locality
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