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Student : Shih-Shuan Zheng Advisor : Dr. Ruey-Yun Horng

Department of Industrial Engineering and Management

National Chiao Tung University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of altruistic
punishment and protest message on ultimatum games. 169 undergraduate and
graduate students were randomly assigned to the 2 (altruistic punishment)
x 2 (protest message) experimental conditions to work on two ultimatum
games. All of participants played the role of the distribution of money
in the game. After their decision in the first game, altruistic punishment
(by rejecting the unfair allocation) and protest message were manipulated
by the computer. Participants were classified into selfish, fair,
generous classes based on their response in the second game. We expected
that both altruistic punishment and protest message would compell the
proposer to be less selfish in the second game. Data from the 87 selfish
distributors showed that participants became less selfish (giving more)
when their decision was rejected by the receiver in the first game. But
majority of their distribution was still selfish. Protest message might
decrease distributor’s selfishness, too. But the effect was smaller than

altruistic punishment. For the participants who were fair or altruistic



in first game. Receiving positive message did not significantly affect
their allocation in the second game. Decision time data further suggested
that being fair is the easiest decision to make whereas decision to be

selfish or generous take longer time to make.
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