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A Healthcare Profession with Uncertain Legal Status — The Scope of

Practice and Qualification Standards for Nurse Practitioners

Student : Ya-Chun Hsiao Advisor : Dr. Chih-Hsiung Chen

Institute of Technology Law

National Chiao Tung University

ABSTRACT

Recently, insufficient reimbursement of health insurance and the shortage of medical
resource have caused the shortage of physicians and difficulty to hospital management. To
maintain the balance between quality and cost of health care, hospitals often substitute nurses
for physicians in many occasions due to their lower salary. The role of nurse practitioners is
therefore transformed from traditional nursing care to-collaboration with physicians. The
scope of nurse practitioners’ practice partly overlaps with the scope of practice for physicians.
However, the unclear regulations defining the-scope of nurse practitioners’ practice increases
the risk of malpractice litigations to nurse practitioners and creates danger on the safety of
public health. Therefore, it is essential to revise the current regulations, including clarifying
the scope of practice, raising the standards of training and qualification, and enhancing the
independence of nurse practitioners’ practice, for improvement of health care quality under

the limited medical resource.

Key words: nurse practitioner, physician’s supervision, medical assistance, scope of the practice, the
nurse act
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