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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines syntax structure and semantic properties of degree systems in
Hakka and Mandarin Chinese. Two types of degree questions are on the concern:
gradability questions (expressed with gid in Hakka and duo in Mandarin Chinese) and
quantity questions (expressed with gid-do in Hakka and duo-shao in Mandarin
Chinese). At the first place, to make the research become more comprehensive and
diachronic, a brief introduction to the degree system in ancient Chinese is presented. It
is found that a degree system in old-Chinese projects a single layer but evolves into
multiple layers in early Chinese..A multiple layer configuration for both Hakka and
Mandarin Chinese is thus proposed here. In Hakka, it-is shown that gid, which is a
degree operator that needs to bind a degree variable, heads JP and do heads QP in
Hakka degree system. Hakka do has-two allomorphs; one is the overt do which selects
and copies a grade variable in quantity questions; the other one is a covert DO which
regulates the following predicate to be verbal rather than nominal. As for the degree
system in Mandarin Chinese, it is proposed that duo is the degree operator heads JP in
both types of questions. In quantity questions, QP is inserted with shao whose function
is to copy the quantity variable from a noun. Then a local binding relation is
established between duo and shao. Semantically, the role of the overt do in Hakka and
that of shao in Mandarin Chinese are both being viewed as scalar determiners in
degree questions. Lastly, I will also discuss the island effect in degree questions. The
reason that degree questions in Hakka and Mandarin Chinese do not present island
effect is because that the degree word does not move to the highest CP for checking
question feature; instead, the question meaning is derived through binding from a
question operator at [Spec CP] at LF.
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