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Abstract

This thesis aims to investigate the Frame Semantics (Fillmore and Atkins 1992)
of caused-motion verb TO U in the [TO U +NP] combination. Furthermore, it follows
Construction Grammar (Goldberg 1995, 2010) to explore the constructional
interpretation of the [TO U+NP] combination. Since the [TO U+NP] combination bears
various uses in the semantic domain, according to Jackendoff (1997), a constructional
approach seems:more economic than a lexical rule approach. Under this view, this
thesis adopts frame-oriented verbal predicate, and we can figure out that only the
Theme or the Goal can immediately follow TO U. Accordingly, the analysis provided
in this study is Corpus-based lexical constructional analysis, which argues that though
the verb TO U is a polysemous word which bears other multiple related senses, with
different profiling of designated nominal arguments, the multi-faceted uses of TO U
will be emphasized.

Though there are quite a few merits in Frame Semantics and Construction
Grammar, we may not identify an ambiguous [TO U+NP] construction in a context
easily. In view of this, this study adopts Qualia Structure which can distinguish the
ambiguity undertaken in the [TO U+NP] combinations. Furthermore, given that the
lexicalization of [TO U+NP] combination is not fully discussed in previous studies, it
is worth pointing out here that this study also explores the process of how the

lexicalization of [TO U+NP] combination produces, and focuses on not merely the



interaction between semantics and syntax, but also the interaction between cognition

and language use.

Key words: Caused Motion, Mandarin Chinese TO U, Construction Grammar,

Frame Semantics, Corpus-based, Qualia Structure.




=t
B4 4 AR R A i R A TR N AT 0 BB 2 P
RAFALRIAN DI FRA—F R P B E T R A HALp 2 D
WY AL SN AH BT AR NG Y e g A DI i 4 2
MR Y T R AAHATE L RS AP F 20 B TS LK
f o EEF L A
EFFFEF—R @2 X2 IRE X 3 REFE I FAP o 55 A
WAL RO A RECRAR Y EHERTHE 1 K

BEA PR KEr B4 S EEE AT KT s LU P R A

,h

Booad AP LA

EEFP A LA R S Y HaRT S B
B304 i PR =2 7aA - B F T BE R R R R PR

Fend ey o B oA E M AR ¢ 0 B R R -

SR EBIOTIRAE & SRR At )0 St SR S TS LT
*—ME 3 B ¥ B IO iR Kgifﬁ‘?m%;\.;};;ﬁ, EAFLE S AT
LRP 2 b pha LA T E Lo BEA R 2 in kR A w e ik A
I RIL v TRER RAE EAE

i BRI

CHMETEEA NI IH B Pt R
Bodugan s g5 B SR M LA RES SR L
A ERE HRE IR VERT § BSR4 P BGER

M > W Z2 B A FAMI T LSRR PamtF Ayl 4 By P2 - B

M

A

oo Narig iz A AL 0 m ALY - BRI 4 o



Table of Contents

ChiINESE ADSTIACT ... bbbttt bbb reenes i
ENGLISN ADSIIACT........ociice et re e re e ii
TabIe OF CONTENTS ..o bbb bbb nre s %
I TS o) o [N OSSR viii
LIST OF TADIE ... bbb iX
(@4 gF=T o (=l A 1 01 1 0o [1Tox ¥ o] o OSSPSR 1
1.1 The BaCKgrOUNG........cccooiiiiiieiieie ettt ne s 1

1.2 The Issue: Multiple Meanings of TO U ........ccooueviueieviceeiciieeeeeeee e 1

1.3 The Issue: SEMANIC ROIES .......coeuiiiiiieie e 6

1.4 SCOPE AN GO ...t ittt it et bttt 8

1.5  Organization of the TheSIS . i it i 9
Chapter 2 LiteratUre REVIEW .....ouciveeiueiieeiueaieseeasie e aestisseseeastesseessesssesseesseessesssesseessessessees 10
2.1  Talmy(2000): The participant roles of caused-motion event.............c.ccocevervnnnne 10

2.2 English and Chinese caused-motion CONSTIUCTION ..ot ververirieieiienicriesienienias 12

2.3 Levin (1993): English Verbs of TRrOWING ......ccoeee.viiiiiiiiiiiiiiccec e 14

24 Liu(2002): OIANG FEHNP. .. oottt e bt 16

25  Liu(2005): GAN FEHFNP . .ccitiiiiieiiseinestieeeeeeieeseee e e iii e esesesess s, 18

2.6 Liu (2006): Dative Construction in ChINESE...........cueiiririiiiieienene e 20

2.7 Liu (2000): Chinese Verbs of TArOWING wiiv......coo it 24

2.8 SUMMAIY ti ittt ahb sk e a ettt nb ettt b et b e n e 25
Chapter 3 Database, Theoretical Framework and Methodology ..........cccccccevveiveieinnnen. 27
3.1 DAtADASE ..ot nnn 27

3.2 Theoretical FrameWOrK..........coov i 27
3.2.1 Frame SEMANTICS ......ccveieiieieeesie e ee et sre e e 27

3.2.2 FIAMENEL. .. .c ot eae e 30

3.2.3 CONSLrUCLION GramIMAr........cceeiueiierieeieseeseesie e sae e seesseeeeaseesreeseeenee e 31

3.2.4 The Prototype Category TheOIY......ccccviiiiiiiieiiieeeseee e 33

3.2.5 Non-prototypical Extended Meaning -- Metaphor ...........cccccvveeviverrenenne. 35

3.2.5.1 Conventional Metaphors ............coceieririniinieesee e 35

3.2.5.2 NOVEl MEaPNOIS .....ccvviiiiiiiieieee e 37

3.2.6 Non-prototypical Extended Meaning -- Metonymy ..........cccccocevererennnne 39

3.2.7 QUANIA SLIUCIUIE ..o 42

3.3 MEtNOAOIOGY ...t 44



Chapter 4
4.1
4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5
4.6

Chapter 5
5.1
5.2

5.3
5.4
5.5

5.6

Chapter 6
6.1

T T 11 oSS 47
Preliminary Observations 0f TO U .......coccevvceiivceeieeeseeee e, 47
The prototype of TO U: TO U as a Caused-Motion Verb ............cccovevevvcverirnnnnn 49

4.2.1 The DaSIC PALEINS ......ccieieieieieerie e 49

4.2.2 The core partiCipant roles...........ocooeiiiiiiiiei e 52
The Subtype of TO U: TO U with Metaphorical Extended Senses ....................... 55

4.3.1 The DaSIC PALEINS ......ccveieieieiierie e 55

4.3.2 The partiCipant roles ... 58
The Lexicalization of [TO U+NP] in the COrpUS .........cc.ceeeeevcuerereeeesecieeereeeenens 61

4.4.1 Theme-Incorporated LexXicalization............ccccceveiiiininieieic e 62

4.4.2 Goal-Incorporated LexiCalization ...........ccccoeiiriniiininieicc e 63
Dative AIEINALION .......coiiiieiiee et eas 64
SUMMIBIY .. o et e e R sttt ettt e bt e bt ne e 67
ALY SIS i ettt bt oS et ettt e re e beete e e rs 68
Semantic Profile of Caused-motion Domain of TO U.............cccovevereevrireeereenns 68
Schematic Properties.and Metaphorical EXtensionsS cii.........coovvvereieienincsenen 69

5.2.1 Semantic Profile about Spatial Motion of TOU............cc.ccovverceererrnnnse. 70

5.2.1.1 Prototypical Event Schema of [TO U+NP] ........cc.cooevevrecerrnnnn.. 70

5.2.1.2 Prototypical Event Schema of [TO U+NP]+VP .........cccccoevevunee.. 71

5.2.1.3 Prototypical Event Schema of BA-Alternation .............ccccoev.... 73
5.2.2_Metaphorical Extension: From Spatial to Non-Spatial Domains ............. 74
5.2.2.1 [TO U+NP-Theme] in Non Spatial Motion Domains................... 74

5.2.2.2 [TO U+NP-Goal] in Non Spatial Motion Domains...................... 77

Qualia Structure and Constructional-Interpretations.............c.ccocvvereieninenenien 80
Interrelationships of the Different Semantic types of TOU .........cccooevrvvveevecnnnns 82
Conceptual Schema of Caused MOTION.........cccoveiiieriiiee e 84
5.5.1 The Hierarchical Structure of the Caused Motion Frame.................c....... 86
5.5.1.1 Layerl: Caused-motion ArchiFrame ........c.cccoocvvieniriinnvernennnn 88

5.5.1.2 Layer2: Ballistic Movement Primary Frame .............c.ccocoevnnnnns 90

5.5.1.3 Layer3: BaSiC Frame ..o 93
5.5.1.3.1 Endpoint-specified BasiC Frame..........cccccocevcereninnnnns 94

5.5.1.3.2 Endpoint-unspecified Basic Frame.............c.cccccoevnvnnne 94

SUMMIBIY L.ttt bbbt ettt enbeene s 95

CONCIUSTON <. ettt sbeenae s 99
[O70] 0] 111 (] o OSSR 99

Vi



6.2 Further

References.............

Website Resources

vii



Tab. 1
Tab. 2
Tab. 3
Tab. 4
Tab. 5

List of Tables

Senses of TO U in Chinese WOTANEL ...........c.coeveevrveereeeeeiieeeseeiesessestesssesssessssssessenenns 5
The Interpretations between TO U and DIU in V-O Compound ............ccocovverveeneane. 25
Semantin and Syntactic Valence for Verbs in the Transaction Frame...........c............. 29
The Distributional Frequency of Prototypical Patterns of TOU .........ccccocevvvvveunnnee. 48
Lexicalized Constructions of [TO U+NP] in the COrpUS..........cccorevrrrerereeseeeesisnnens 62

viii



Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.

Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.
Fig.

© 00 N O O A W DN P

=
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

List of Figures

The Concept of Motion by Tamly (2000)........ccceeveiieiiiieieese e 11
The frame-to-frame relationships of Cause_motion Frame ...........cccccceveviveiecveceene. 30
The two axes of categorization (nominal Categories)........ccccevvvevereereeviesieeseerie e 33
The two axes of categorization (verbal categories) .........cccovvevevievievi e 34
Conceptual Schema for Prototypical Caused motion event of TO U ........cccocevvvvnnnne 69
Conceptual Schema for Prototypical Event Schema of [TO U+NP-T]......ccccccoevuvvnnne 70
Conceptual Schema for Prototypical Event Schema of [TO U+NP-G] ..........ccceuvveeene 70
Conceptual Schema for Prototypical Event Schema of [TO U+NP-T]+VP................. 72
Conceptual Schema for Prototypical Event Schema of [TO U+NP-G]+VP................. 72
Conceptual Schema for Prototypical Event Schema of TO U in BA
Alternation ...........q S0 NSRRI A & ...........cc0orviirininininnneeeneesre s sreseees 73
Conceptual Schema for Non-spatial Motion of [TO U+NP-T] ......cccccevvverieinennn. 75
Conceptual Schema for Non-spatial Motion of Theme-Incorporated....................... 77
Conceptual Schema for Non-spatial Motion of [TOU+NP-GJ.........cc.ccceevvvvereruenene, 78
Conceptual Schema for Non-spatial Motion of Goal-Incorporated .......................... 79
The interrelationships of the multiple senses of TO U ..........cocoovvvviiieeeieeeceen, 83
Conceptual Schema of Caused MOtION ................cvier i e 86
The Hierarchical Structure for Caused-motion Frame ............cccccoovvereneienenenenn 87
Conceptual Schema of Caused-motion ArchiFrame .....cccceeoeieeeeiieie e 89
Primary Frames under Caused Motion Archiframe. ... 91
Conceptual Schema of Ballistic Movement Frame .....ccc...cccoovvevveeiicce e 91
Overall Conceptual Schema of [TO U+NP-T] cciie.iiiuevvieeeieieeeeeseeeeeeeeeeese e, 97
Overall Conceptual Schema of [TOUHNP-GJ ci.......cvveveeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeee e, 98



