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Reception Analysis of Korean TV Drama {Dae Jang
Geum) : Male and Female Audience’s Interpretation of

“Jang Geum”

Student: Pei-Ying Lee Advisor: Liang-Wen Kuo Ph.D.

Institute of Communication Studies
National Chiao Tung University

[ABSTRACT]

Reviewing past researches about Korean TV dramas, there weren’t any audience
researches. Therefore, this thesis:takes a:Korean. TV drama (Dae Jang Geum) for
example, which is popular in Taiwan and use‘interview method to examine male and
female audience’s interpretation, and further examine-how context and favorite
character factors influence their interpretation to discover whether male and female
audience’s interpretation have differences ornot.

The research shows that there are no differences between male and female
audience in most episode. For female audience, this female story is enlightenment;
inspire them to have self-awareness and the power to realize their dreams. Also, the
drama creates connection between women and sharing experiences. For male
audience, they don’t think this drama is a female story, instead, they think it’s an
encouragement story; they love positive attitude and educational meaning in it.

Consequently, the thesis assert that the role of  “Jang Geum™ doesn’t bring a
lot of value conflict, so future research can investigate other TV dramas which have
obvious sexual symbolization, maybe can find some more gender interpretation
differences.

Keywords: Context, Favorite character factors, Korean TV Drama, Male and

female audience, Reception analysis
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