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Abstract
This thesis is the study of how the subjectivity of America has come into being.
Along the way, the secret of the identity of being an American is revealed. By looking
into the three films, The Exorcist, The Hulk, and MIB, each of which discusses an
aspect of America (the religious, the military, and the racial), | argue that the
subjectivity of America is a split one, and therefore that the identity of being an
American is unfulfilled.

In the introduction, | explain the theoretical base of my analysis of America
through the three films. I will deploy the:Lacanian gaze to reach the interpretation of
the subjectivity of America as split: Besides.the Lacanian gaze, I also bring in
Kriesteva’s abject to complement my argument. This-chapter is an outline of the
argument for each chapter to come.

Chapter One aims to explore the religious-aspect of America by the analysis of
The Exorcist. | argue that the Catholic subjectivity-is split between the religious
ceremonies performed to assure its own certainty and the traumatic kernel to sacrifice
one’s life. In the film, only Father Karras doubts his faith and bears the guilt of not
being a good son to his mother and not being a true Catholic. He finally crosses over
this gap and fulfill his identity of a Catholic and a son by destroying his own
subjectivity. And by getting rid of the demon, the filth, the abject, the process of
exorcism is also the purification of Catholicism itself.

Chapter Two examines the military aspect of America through The Hulk. I argue
that the hulk is the abject of the military subject, and the military needs to eradicate
the hulk to define its own function. And Bruce’s grimace when transforming into the
Hulk splits the military subject because this gaze reminds the military of its own guilt
that they cause the birth of the Hulk, which they can never deal with.

Chapter Three explores the racial aspect of America through MIB. The visual
contrast of black and white displays the American fantasy of racial equality. The racial
aspect of the American subjectivity is thus split between the fantasy embodied in the
film and the real of the inequality between races.



Chapter Four sums up my analysis of the three films, from which I have
derived the conclusion that the abject (the shit) always challenges the American
subject, and the subjectivity of America is always split between its own unbearable
guilt and the fantasy to cover such a guilt.

Keywords: the abject, America, The Exorcist, the gaze, The Hulk, identity,
ideology, Kristeva, Lacan, MIB, the object a, subjectivity
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