Informations in Production and Perception in Taiwan Mandarin

Abstract

This study does the research on perception and production of contrastive and new
informations in Taiwan Mandarin. The aims of the study are to see if people whose mother
tongue is Taiwan Mandarin can distinguish contrastive and new informations from given
information in perception and in production. The perception experiments adopt two
experimental designs--dialogue reconstruction and pairwise comparison. The results of
dialogue reconstruction show that the listeners.can reconstruct new and single contrastive
informations. And the results of pairwise comparison:show that the listeners can differ new
and contrastive informations from given’information. As for the production experiment, a
dialogue game was played to obtain acoustic data. The results of the production demonstrate
that no common acoustic cues are used by the two subjects. Besides, no common acoustic

features are found in the four tones for each subject.

Key words: new information, contrastive information, dialogue reconstruction, pair

comparison, spontaneous material
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