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Becauseafloodisupon us.Sea levelisrising and increased precipitation is expected because of climate
changes,causing more (and more serious). floodings. In a country like The Netherlands,a large part of which
lies below sea-level,the problem is particularly acute. The Dutch have been coping with . floods aslong as
anyone can remember.Things might appear stable now, but the Dutch government has calculated thatby
2070 it will beimpossibleto guarantee that large areas of the land will not be . flooded.Many other countries
face similar problems.

The 2nd International Architecture Biennale Rotterdam aimsto raise (and,if possible,. nd answers
to)questions, such as:What kind of solutions can we come up with? How can we respond intime and
in a creative way?What will our version of The Ark look like?And above all: how can we welcome this Flood as
achanceto reinvent ourselves -and re-design the land we live on? There is another side to the theme as
well.Water has a signi . cance for the world economy,of which the IABR has chosen two examples.One is the
pull of coastal areas,where more and more people will be travelling to or settling in,creating coastal
metropolitan cities.The second isthe way container handling in major portsis growing ever more,turning
these port cities into .container metropoles ..The Flood is,of course,a reference to the biblical story (and
common myth in many cultures)of a great . ood which washes everything and everyone away,making a fresh
start from tabula rasa-and serving as a markerthat divides old and modern times.The 2 nd IABR wants to

(O Rotterdam, NL N/52.30 E/05.45
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The Dutch Water City

An overview ofthe rich tradition and future of ingenious Dutch civil engineering,of building cities along
coasts,rivers and canals,which the Dutch have been doing since the early middle ages.A purely functional
approach to building has led totown plans both beautiful and durable,that show inventive ways of dealing with
water through dams, dikes,moats,ditches and canals.The unique Dutch way is shown with a great number of
models of di . erent types of historic water towns,as well asthe newer polder cities.These can be compared
with water cities in other parts ofthe world like Venice, Chicago and Tokyo,whose simultaneous but di . erent
developmentis shown in scale models.The exhibition looks at the future as well,with specially made designs
by architects and engineers for The New Dutch Water City,applied totwenty di . erentlocations in the
Netherlands.These designhs o . er innovative new approachestourban planning that go beyond problem-
solving,preferring to seethe problems facing us as a challenge and an opportunity to re-think the old ways.

Alook at therise of coastal areas as attractive places to settle or visit,for wealthy pensioners and plane
hopping young people.Water and atemperate climate are the main attractionsin what seemsto be developing
into anew economy.Coastal areas all over the world are starting to look the same:the same kind of high-rise
buildings,the same shops, the same food,the same music.The IABR has invited international guest curators to
present their views on European coasts.Also:a look at coastal metropolitan cities in,amongst
others,Brasil,Australia and South Africa,and their future developments.

Container Metropolis

An exhibition about the development of major portsinto Container Metropoles.Thisis witnessed in places like
Shanghai and Los Angeles,which develop into a seaside with automated container handling coupled with a
landside featuring a large distribution centre and a metropolis.Future developments and designs for port cities
like Rotterdam,Singapore and Hong Kong are also on display.

Scenario 2070

The Ark .sroofo . ers presentations and an interactive installation,which are a fun way to learn about water-
levels.A giant map of The Netherlands will be spread out on the roof,featuring special projects for particular
towns and areas.

About Mare Nostrum :

Mare
Astronom,r Sea (superficial dark side | such as the moon or other celestial bodies etc. )

1. K78 ¢ i (f5 A e E B R EAY S8 H)

Cause the devil ofthe nightmare

2.5 [ TR RS ST e i)

Nostrum
Think that can solve the wise move ofthe problem of a certain society (or politics )

B BRI LR A EET (e EE
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A Field Reserchon the Coast Line of Taiwan
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