From Legal Aspectsto Formulate
aWorkable Geographical Indication Protection System
In Light of WTO Doha Round Negotiations

(P& w2 ERFEHE R TS 25 T0)



From Legal Aspectsto Formulate
aWorkable Geographical Indication Protection System

In Light of WTO Doha Round Negotiations

PG R B R R T 2 (VT0)

et (Doha) ® & 3 2| ™ $fw AL K32 7 72 3¢

SR

Student : Wei-Hsiu Chou
TR R E L2

Advisor : Dr. Kuei-Jung Ni

R xRt ¥

FOLE AL LBk A R e

A Thesis
Submitted to Institute of Technology Law
College of Management
National Chiao Tung University
in partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for the Degree of
Master
in
Technology Law

January 2009

Hsinchu, Taiwan, Republic of China

PR R4 L ANE-



From Legal Aspects to Formulate a Workable Geographical Indication
Protection System In Light of WTO Doha Round Negotiations

Student : Wei-Hsiu Chou Advisor : Dr. Kuei-Jung Ni

Institute of Technology Law

National Chiao Tung University

Abstract

The globalization of economy has meant protecting intellectual property rights
becomes important not only on a national and local basis but also on an international
basis. Thisis evident from the negotiation and ultimately inclusion of the TRIPS
Agreement, or Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights,
into the World Trade Organization. In the TRIPS Agreement, one protection to a
local intellectual property on an international level isthe protection of geographical
indications, and such protection may be found in Articles 22 through 24 of the TRIPS
Agreement.

Geographical indications are place names, or in some countries also words
associated with a place, used to identify products with particular characteristics
because they come from specific places. Currently, under Articles 22-24 of the
TRIPS Agreement, atwo-tier system is set up to protect geographical indications of
wines and spirits with an increased level of protection and geographical indications of
other goods with alower level of protection. Two issues have developed as aresult
of Articles 22-24. (1) whether to extend the increased protections under Article 23
currently granted to wines and spiritsto all products; and (2) how to establish aglobal
registry for geographical indications. These two issues have caused heated debates

during the Doha Round Negotiations of the World Trade Organization, resulting in



deadlocks among many WTO Members. This paper examines the legal aspects on
geographical indications protection in order to formulate a workable geographical
indication protection system in light of WTO Doha Round Negotiations.

Key words: geographical indication, extension issue, registration issue, Doha

Round Negotiations, TRIPS
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