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ABSTRACT

News broadcasting in Taiwan had been dominated by three government-owned
television stations until the establishment of the first satellite TV station-TVBS in 1983. The
profit-oriented management and employee-erisis-of TVBS has significantly impacted the
way in which how TV stations should regulate employees’ benefits and disagreements. This
thesis examines the consensus and disagreement between the employers and the employees
of TVBS in order to investigate the causes of degeneration and compliance behavior in

labor consciousness.

Based on 30 in-depth interviews, this thesis has several important findings. First, the
employer dominates compensation, promotion, working time and sabbatical, which makes
the working conditions in TVBS relatively unreasonable. Second, this also negates
Burawoy’s theory about the existence of internal labor market. TVBS employees have not
been able to establish their labor union. The employees use other alternatives, such as
leaving, writing anonymous letters, seeking help from the government, as the ways of
demonstrating their dissatisfaction. Third, those employees who continue to work for TVBS
tend to be more compliant, showing respect to their managers, and making long-hour

works as part of their values. Fourth, the employees mistakenly thought that they needed the



agreement from the employer to run a labor union and the labor union can not benefit
employees. They also underestimate themselves about the possibility of having a labor
union. All those factors contribute to the degeneration in labor collective consciousness ,

creating more disputes among the employees, and making it unlikely for them to establish a

labor union.
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