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A Dialogue Between Technology and Drawing ——
The Creation and Research of “Self Release” by Ping-Huang Cheng

ABSTRACT

The water mark of a leak roof was the first two-dimensional image I perceived when I was a child. Staring
at the images of similarity and dissimilarity, the feelings, undefined with concurrent multi-meanings, could
strongly activate one’ s imagination. When an optical image is enlarged to a degree that can hardly be identified,
it becomes abstract and gives people similar feelings of the water mark. I had drawn many pieces of self-portraits;

still T felt that they looked quite fabricated without fresh sense.

For this project, the digital video-camera with computer is the main tool. Put the camera close enough to
explore the body, enlarge part of one” s own body by 2000 times, and produce a 90cm X 90cm charcoal drawing.
At a glace, the abstract symbolic patterns sound familiar and stir more associations. Further more, the core concept
of this work is that any person can easily draw a self-portrait with the aid of computer device. Every visitor can
take a picture with the digital video-camera automatically, then, he/she is expected to draw a self-portrait with the
aid of computer program in least time needed, Thus, one.perceives the drawing procedure in a way that never had
before. The portraits will finally be shown in a.group.exhibition hall and on an internet gallery. This one-time

drawing experience will be recognized as an affirming accomplishment forever.

As Lao Tzu said, “Too much colorblinds the eye. Too much tone deafens the ear....”  Pervasive virtual
images make people visually insensitive. People have started to question the existence of what they are seeing.
When new optical technology and drawing is working together, a new journey of art creation begins. Human' s
visual sensation has gradually lost its original sensibility apathetically in this changing period. As the
contemporary art is in a state of versatile flux, it recurs to a trend of aesthetic feeling about the minimum with
concurrence of multiple meanings. It echoes the tendency of our time. With extremely simple drawing materials
and own partial body images, the artist is trying to evoke the audience into a visual experience in which they
review and reconstruct their own aesthetic visual perceptions intuitively. Between virtuality and reality, real and

surreal, one can freely expand and extend one” s visual sensation in the world of ambiguity.

Key words: drawing, camera obscura, optics, photograph, visual communication
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