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Abstract

Style follows form. Style follows processes. Style follows media.

“Style” has long been an important index to observe the design thinking of designers in
architecture. It has referred to the problem of the style long ago in the field of design. The
researchers have made different definitions to ' the style ' separately from the view of form,
the views of cognition or computation, and viewpoint of media usage. The emergence of
architectural style includes together from known state of the building to the whole design
process, its components can arise from three sources: direct description of the final object,
the processes used to manufacture it and the processes used to design it; among them the

design process is the most important.

The study on style in the past focused on the analysis of form and the evaluation of design
processes. This research cuts with view of media and probes into the influence of CAD/CAM,
serving as a new digital design media in the architectural design and construction processes,
on the formation of style. Further, it discusses the emergence of digital style phenomena and

its interrelationship with the recognition of digital style.

This research adopts phased case analysis to analyse architectural cases that using
CAD/CAM in the course of designing: First, give the new definition of the composition of style
factors or even the possibility of new emerging factor after computer gets involved; Under
this foundation, probe into the relation between these factors and the formation of
architectural style; Define ' the style ' of the architecture field under the influence of digital
media and discuss synthetically the principles and characteristics of the recognition of digital

architectural style.

Because diversity and high intention that digital media can offer, no existing one
common-share style definition among all contemporary architectural cases. This research
has revised the method of style analysis and style description framework that
pre-researchers have used in the past and proposed a evolutionary viewpoint of style
recognition to supplement the deficiency of style analysis strategies in the digital era. It also
helps the follow-up researcher to break through the restriction of style grammar and enable

having the ability to analyse the formations of style of contemporary architects.
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