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The Influence of Thinking Style on Flow Experience
in Casual Games

Student : Sung-Ying Chou Advisor : Chuen-Tsai Sun

Degree Program of E-Learning
National Chiao Tung University

Abstract

As to a simple game, some people are addicted to it, but some aren’t. Why? The
research from M. Csikszenmihalyi’s point of views about intrinsic motivation and the
optimal experience explores “individual difference” how to play a role in seeking for
the best life quality.

The research in the casual game explores the influence of thinking style on flow
experience via autotelic experience. The experiment designs 123 grade 7 students
with the similar ability as a valid sample! * Edch student in the same game will
undergo racing and props games-which have three different rounds each. Also, in
the game, the research investigates-players” flow condition by event-contingent of
ESM,; after the game, it understands players’ flow state by active/survey. According
to the two data above, they cansurvey players’flow experience. Besides, the
research defines autotelic group by the frequency.of the players into flow. Above all,
by understanding the relationship between players’ thinking style and autotelic
personality during the process:of the game, the research explores the influence of
flow experience.

The research finds out that as players work on an activity, the higher tendence
the legislative thinking style players have, they can more easily get autotelic
personality, at the same time, have better flow state. Further, the degree of tending
to legislative and judicial players can affect players’ flow condition and result in
different flow state; and there is no relation in the executive tendence. Finally,
functional thinking style tendence can predict the individual’s physical quality when
they undergo a casual game, and it can be a crucial key to see if the individual can
experience flow experience.

Keywords : Casual games ~ Thinking style ~ Autotelic experience ~ Flow experience
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