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Applying Pheromone Propagation Controller to Reduce Lithographic Critical

Dimension Variation

Student - Hsiang-er Li Advisor ¢ Dr. An-Chen Lee
Degree Program of Semiconductor Material and Processing Equipment, Nation Chiao Tung

University

ABSTRACT

This thesis presents a new run-to-run (R2R) control scheme to reduce the lithographic critical
dimension (CD) variation in photolithography processes. First, the dominative parameter of the
lithographic critical dimension, dose, is discovered by. experiments and then the process model 18
fitted by experimental data. This controllef,-termed. Pheromone Propagation Controller’ (PPC),
predicts the bias of the process model:through Phéromone Propagation theorem and updates the
recipe on each run. In this thesis, PPC 1s tested in 300mm production line at 70nm DRAM process.

The result shows PPC is a good candidate for production run-to-run control.

Key Words: Pheromone Propagation Controller, Run-to-Run Control, Critical Dimension,
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2.5 E‘%@%ﬁ%ﬁiﬂ N
U 2.2 Ayl J/%Ez]ﬂ‘n VAN > B RS POR PSR Eﬂ@ﬂk’FZEi
(Exposure Energy » 57 Dose)%* £ *i(Focus)  [RIF= > 4 & Bl | Iy {2 il 35 F%E.J%[ 5]
@’ﬁjﬂdfﬁﬁ“]_‘ Feble o RN 'F‘L*’[EI“ | B BRs 3%I‘@CD i {E}ﬁ' I RS
1. BRI I?ﬁﬁﬁ = = A 5% BIPRS00 - S0 TR A PSP o v
V5 CD @j £ 7 VI w5 o
2. EHHEECD @Y F%f;il’%??ﬁu‘ik@ {EJ[F['T (- 0 = 751> 100 nm DRAM HJA » v
TREVE0.1u = 0.30u=" CD (i { Skl 55} - H 2R = 0.27 - iﬁfiﬁ@ﬁfﬂ
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Scatterplot of CD vs Focus
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91= Hi O %Jﬂ?ﬁﬁiﬁ‘ﬂﬁ (Pheromone Propagation Controller » PPC)

3.1 TRERIBL i Vi

4 BHGIA 'Jl&@iﬁfﬁjﬁ'? |+ 7 TJ CIES F“ﬁf& ﬁﬁlfﬁ VRETIZC H A
H ?‘,% ]ﬂ?ﬁﬁiﬂ%ﬁ (Pheromone Propagation Controller » PPC)f J?{%—Ji]@%ﬁﬁ ST
T RNV P lHA HRYA &N ['ﬁ I = 4V S 8 o PPC Y HURPRA =
e el = SR RPESE] 2R (blas) i & (offset) & BV S - AR 10
15 145 (Pheromone Basket) » S [ B AR 91550 ORSHG U4 AR
ST - YRR o o YRR f‘,%%b"* SFELYIRGE > - VL
PRl Gy i RS S SR P T 5 B OSSR  oe
#(recipe generator) %] * ~ I ffy [ E@% % RO -
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Pheromone bagket of 1un i (size = M)

______________________ Process
1 I
1 | Bias Bias Bias Biag | I | Bias
L) 1 le A o 0o 0 . . | . o e 0
: k(M -1} k(M —1) S| 2 | Sl
= Process bias +— Process bias of tun &
g 4 .00 T T T T
o M=10, =10
S5 200}
]
s}
E or 1
=
= 200 1 ' I ' Process &
5 2 4 6 8 10 pher basket
RUnS 1eromone baske
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@ L
= ' ' ' . Yy
5 ol Propagation parameter =071 pheromone basket to
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T -0.05
E 01
=]
=015
-
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I= Tendency of pheromone basket Forecast bias
015 . . . . . o Toa
5 01p | ofrunk+l, &,
e S11 N
I 005t
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o Or "
£ -0.05¢ 1 I::> Generate recipe
T -0t 4 . . -
+1 )
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5 2 4 6 8 10
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3.2 PPC & jll =i

PPC @ﬁjﬂéﬁ“ﬁﬁjiﬁq&\@/[lﬁ{ PYR=. o Elj—wlu' ; ﬁ(P|ant)I7ﬁ‘1§\IiTJ[T,\‘f[j\_“ » I']h
B Ve N

CD, = B,D0SE, + &, +€, i (3)
s

& EVEEECE

By Eb8Y k450 system gain

e, K5 k4P T HCFi(disturbance) ; e, =e+ak +7, » H [lie 5L Rl [ﬂ% ; ak &

FiG)
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AL B ST TR, o BT R I 4 ¢
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s g Kbk ﬂ 2Bl E'UI'F‘[F:THZEI ° Tk ~Fn’ﬁ(ﬁ%&7‘u AR AR [ iz 0 ELE il CD,
BN wJE?”EUFEJ[EICD » PPC ﬁﬁfua‘b}{fjﬁmﬁﬁ@. o ’é[ #“FE [[E#'#a E&Eﬂ@q& %o T HE]
WEREVfR Y [ | R 2R CD (e YRl = m@lﬁdﬁﬂé‘%? RiFre,, -

iy 8. BT (RIS o %SISR (RO B 55
SERE T C) IR

s
7+ CD F U
&y FYERERTEIERR
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I
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» Intercept Estimator
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33 EEHFHRIE

A PAET e EERT S (Intercept Bstimator) /45 = Hllf7 + iy * it == 1955
HeiE 4 88 (Input Filter & Pheromone Basket Generator) Tédf‘% ??ﬁr 25 (Pheromone

Propagation)w['ﬂ 2T HS (Bias Predictor) » YR T+ i

Input Filter &

Pheromone Basket Dose,
CD
Generator
v
Pheromone
< F

Propagation

v

Bias Predictor

l gk+1
[P BB
331 7 RIS £ 6

PPC = fol | = (bR - 53 RS ‘é‘h’wﬂ?ﬁf o ‘h’s‘? r~ I [ERR PV f‘ﬁ q
FIRAAR T [ '*fﬁi‘ﬁ“& Ao e s B Vi SRR S gﬂ?f@ﬁj f:’fiﬁ(MA?v)iiH
ﬁiﬁﬁj [Pj JEE L CD @tﬁi Dose E:EI‘ET gﬂql/‘rrfug,m F' s F (» g’ﬁrréqg,
TR /AR (e (IR (R ?‘,%—E%F FIFs MA3 Fi— [ xHi’ELé‘ (Low-Pass Filter) °
i PSRN 0 T 4 5SROI 1 T IR e Y e
FOTHE S g 203
N =(E o TELFTEN3 i, (7
1> g =CD, —(-3.56Dose,) °

25



AR AR K T THEFAEIO TR M SR R 1
33:‘5 :/:TE’?}F'@[ JkFL E(102 { VIR VIS ) o S

332 THARIRCH

DT it b AR RS U S
=Y (Transition Functions)3&i { & » k% @ﬁf‘,[ EEFT 7}?[%?‘ roopt Ry R ’é’w? s HYERE &
"}I'QEI s iz %ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ“ Kl Fjgj?“ ”JVHL’?'[ i > OEﬂ'If r=0; % [’7)‘%@3?“ Y E
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F

gk,m,i+1) = E(r(k,m—l,i)+q(k,m—1,i))+—(r(k,m+1,i)+q(k,m+1,i)), if2<m<M-1
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s(k,m,i+1) = 4 S, i)+(1—2 )(r(k,m,i)+q(k,m,i)), ifm=1,M
s(k,m,i)+(1- F)(r(k m,i)+q(k,m,i)), ifl<m<M

........................................................................................................................................... ©)
e
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SN GUHRPERE
4.1 ZHEZH

L IR 70nm 512M DDR2 DRAM.Y Ffl I I}J%N RS2
FASTE ] /F' £%Nikon SBOSArFETﬂﬁk Cthl#‘];g‘[t 576 nm+3 nm e A SFEE 10T R2R
HE AR P IMASHE e

ARRD el TPV ELRRRIPPCY It RSAEPPC.Y S fiLRL A= fUCDT BT
WERPURTE > TRIF e BUE AR ] o S RRRPPCIEFEFIR > = FPPCEMAS(RUEA)
WEWMALY F G =4 gl v FIY

N E%‘Hu’ E#E’?rﬁg%r\[rj | “’F%J% [ B R HAG N IR

e ST

Dose, mJ/cm2 | 34.0 35.0 | 36.0 | 37.0 | 38.0 | 39.0

CD, nm 84.9|81.4178.41743|70.7|67.1

g S B L B CEAEIVIBEN BT 35 milom2 ~ 39 ml/em? 5 AR HETR BT
fi' # Gain £3-3.56 nm/(mJ/cm?2) » EERCLIEL 204 2T ASEA AL DDQ%‘.': H = Fra. e
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CD vs Dose

88
86
84
82
80

78

CD, nm

76
747

727

70

T
34 35 36 37 38 39
Dose, mJ/cm2

q\;ﬂ: T Fﬁ%éﬁé[iﬂé?%‘?ﬁ?%ﬁij/%[ﬁ
& ,%“ﬁti‘ikf%f?ﬁ%?“ G
CD, =204 —3.56D0S€, “iiiiniiiiiiiiiiiciiiisinninii (11)

s
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CD, £58Y k=0 CD 1
Dose, £557 k457 E%%LEI ;
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421 fEdR=  FRREYR AR

BER L R IV I 2R 1903 R o OB H T B 4575.941 nm » I
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RUFCT PRI (55 5% R ROEVRI 00 RORREU TR 5 o 21T 920 1450 4
o T R T3 APPC 7 R
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Ak R (11 PPC R B MASIY : [I{EWMA: 7S W et
%I\I/PLPPC;’[;L' . I’EEH%E: F,Jﬂ&”iﬂfﬁ??ﬁﬂgﬁa[ F[fj‘]‘?jj[}dj\ [Fll{ﬂﬁzenhﬁ‘ﬁ[’i FILJ%ﬁj“fogTO F _Erl dr
O™ RLF 2 R $5 B0 gns TR -

Simulation Result of PPC, EWMA vs Actual MAS

78 - Variable
[ —@— MAS_Y
—8— PPC_Y
EWMA_Y

74

T T T T T T T
1 19 38 57 76 95 114 133 152 171 190
Run Number

= = = 0 PPCTIMASE EWMA V35 ol i

* 2 = PPC ~ MAS 2 EWMA 7" lee VRl s N

N | Mean | MSE |StdDev|Median| Cp Ca Cpk
MAS 190(75.94110.0288| 0.535 |75.967| 1.869 | -0.020 | 1.832
PPC 190(75.976{0.0253] 0.504 [75.997| 1.984 | -0.008 | 1.968
EWMA |190(75.985/0.0244| 0.495 |'76.026| 2.020 | -0.005 | 2.010

422 D HIERERR B

b o BRRET PPC PRkl st WERR F LI - R (7 - #5550
PRG0SV bL- 570 A RLIEYR] R

[ A = A SRR PURURRRRL o A TR BEIRPPC i U FEWMA
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2o (R B RS ETRIR] > PPC IR MAS FTEWMA © i3 PPC ;cgt*ﬁjm; i}

S U I -

2nd Simulation
Variable
77.54 —0— MAS
—i— PPC
77101 » EWMA
ﬂ H
7654 | ?( i .
1
- = . . ""_‘ ‘ 1 fa
g 7607 ;.\\4\ ’(\ |
= Wy I
© 755- SR \|
[ ]
[ ]
75.0
74.5 1
740_ T T T T T T T T T T
1 8 16 24 32 40 48 56 64 72
Run Number
= 4 = AU 0 PPC Y MASSEWMANRS R L5
= D PPC ~ MASEEWMAME R B U
N | Mean | MSE |StdDev |Median| Cp Ca Cpk
MAS5 79 | 76.066 | 0.211 | 0.458 | 76.072 | 2.183 | 0.022 | 2.135
PPC 79 | 75.991 | 0.201 | 0.451 | 76.040 | 2.217 | -0.003 | 2.211
EWMA 79 | 75.957 | 0.234 | 0.485 | 76.001 | 2.062 | 0.014 | 2.032
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43 HETEIER
4.3.1 PPCJF“F,*fJ@ e
TR PPC VTR I o R AR S AR AR VT AR K
W (Pulse) ~ 7(Drift) ~ [lCfPEShify) - 2 {0"]= 7 F 0.1 > 0.5 > 0.9):% 7 fElz
PR TIPS A PACRIST 8~ 7 2 (R YR A (T )
PPCHS F ffie% 0.1 [~ Tlsliogls » (' BA3 ™ ™~ T > Y= o DIl o A 5 F fied
0.9 [~ P18 » Hi AL IEFET BT B AR RSB E R G - O -

PPC Under Pulsed Disturbance

887 Variable
—&— Uncontrolled
—— PPC, F=0.1
PPC, F=0.5
—4& - PP F=09

CD, nm

ye = S S S

72_ |/
70- J

3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30
Run Number

A A D RO T 38 F=0.1/0.5/0.9
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PPC Under Drift Disturbance
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i —@&— Uncontrolled
780 —— PPC, F=0.1
PPC, F=0.5
—4A - PPC, F=0.9
77.57
g
f=]
a 77.07
O
76.57
U s e 2
_.‘I-I—I—I-l-H—I-l-I—I—I-I —-r—a-a a
76.0- dA-b--A-AA-& &
T T T T T T T T T T
3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30
Run Number
A1 S R F=0.10.5/0.9
PPC Under Shift Disturbance
| Variable
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| —— PPC, F=0.1
807 \ PPC, F=0.5
I \ —& - PPC, F=0.9
79 ! ‘
i
g A
g 787 T\
a W
O 774 o)
[0
76 At Adbsdsdad "\ b A A AA A A-AA-AA-AA
|
\#/
751 \/
¥
744

T T
3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30
Run Number

= 4 ﬁi}%ﬂ‘llﬁ:‘fﬂgj # 1 F=0.1/0.5/0.9

38




4.3.2 ¥ HFET E EEEPPCENAS VENNA

SR T B R MASEEENARE IR o 1) F4PPCEEMAS M EWMA -
[HEWMAVHEETW! 01520 . O EREAER- SURTHIN 5T IR = A = (T ) ~ |

" ORFET R A e ) -

LT B > PPC(F=0.0)2 R E VR F - IS 7 5 b BT
o EWMAW=0.9) AU+ » Y= o Jo o (i i EpoLL » PPC(F=0.1).0 = sl 7
EWMA(W=0.9) » (HPPC3i"% ™~ i 454087 5+ i~ { + - PPC(F=0.9)2
EWMA(W=0.1) > MAS.V AZFHF5T » 55 Fo o 15712 H(MA - EWMAR [SWIfit ~ PPC

2 B ) 1 T SA73VRCH (Low-pass fillter) » i = JRH] BLRD% -

Under Pulse Disturbance
Variable
85 —@®— Uncontrolled
—— MAS
PPC, F=0.1
—4A - PPC, F=0.9
EWMA,w=0.1
80 —4— EWMAw=09
g
= A-A-A-A-A-A-A-AA —AAAAAAAAAAAAA
8 757
707
65 i T T T T T T T T T T
3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 21T 30
Run Number

1= = FE T 8 PPCEMAS ~ EWMALY F4i
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Under Drift Disturbance

7727
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—&— Uncontrolled
—B— MAS
77.07 PPC, F=0.1
—& - PPC, F=0.9
EWMA,w=0.1
76.8 1 —4— EWMAw=09
g
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a
O
76.47
76.2 1 ”
76.0- 4—4—4—4—4—4—4—4—4/
T T T T T T T T T T
2 4 6 8 0 12 14 16 18 20
Run Number
[ A 7 AR L PRCEPMAS ~ EWMA Y Ptk
Under Shift Disturbance
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—@&— Uncontrolled
\é —B— MAS
80 PPC, F=0.1
—& - PPC, F=0.9
EWMA,w=0.1
79 —4— EWMAw=09
\
g 78 i
Q“ \
S X
J \
76 HA-dAdddaas gt d 444444444 AAAAAAAAAAAA4
754
74

T T T T T T
20 24
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12 16
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5.2 HEEHN

F O ERTE S 2 55 73 - lot(21 4 lot F| 25 AiblE) > 1) PPC ;fzt’ﬁju;l/ > At YN =
- o (42,1 ALY R > BRSSPI AR > B PPC LY SR PR
Fei 1 PPC I #7228, A5 > CpK fi* ! 1.246 fipf = 1.919 -

EUF 1 5t 76.253 nm > < Fffi £ 76.237 nm > #2352 0 04802 nm > & 2ERRIE]
{EHC 76 nm & 1nm V| FEARSTRE SRRV ECR 76 nm £ 3nm o SRS A - =2

AL

CD Trend, w/i PPC vs no control

79

Variable
—@— PPC
—— If no control

5|76

1 7 14 21 28 35 42 49 56 63 70
Run Number

=4~ PPC HfE#HH %2 R2R 7.V it
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Boxplot of If no control, With PPC
79
%
78
g8 77-
a
Q
76 76
754
If no clontrol WithI PPC
[ﬁ‘_: 4= PPC%?%{LRZR@’WJA%H)J,“ f&ﬁ%q‘%}'
FPIPPCETR2RFA I i e i ik
N Mean ' }*StdDev | Median Cp Ca Cpk
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PPC on-line Test, on ArF Scanner
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Boxplot of CD: EWMA vs MA5S
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CD Distribution
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