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The effect of psychological contract, type of secret, and temptation on
employees’ tendencies to divulge trade secrets
Student : Shu-Ching Yang Advisor : Dr. Yau-De Wang
Department of Management Science
National Chiao Tung University
ABSTRACT

The purpose of this'study was to investigate the effects of the psychological contract, the
type of secrets, and temptation on employees’ tendency to divulge business secrets. One
hundred and eighteen full-time workers were randomly assigned toj2 relational psychological
contract (high or low)X 2 transactional psychological contract (fair or unfair) experimental
conditions, and were asked to rate the acceptability of disclosure in 6 case (2 types of secrets
X 3 types of temptation) andsprovide reasons.behind their responses.-Results suggest that
when experienced a fair transactional contract, poeple’s tendency to disclose a company’s
secrets would decrease. In contrast, the relational psychological contract shows no such
effect. Overall, people’s tendency to divulge a company’s technical trade secrets is lower than
that of business trade secrets. More specifically, there might be tendency for people to trade a
company’s trade secrets for affection. But the tendency to trade a company’s technical secrets
for money is rather low.

Key word: trade secrets, technical secrets, psychological contract, temptation
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