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Abstract

The research is to discuss the meanings of photographs in film “Paris, Texas” using
Ricoeur’s interpretation theory. The objective is to discover the process and results of
multiple interpretations of “photographs in cinema”. The research questions in this
study are as following:

(1) How the meanings of the photographs are invoked in “Paris, Texas”?
(2) What is the relationship of viewers who give the meanings?
(3) What are the results of the interpreting process?

This research must be a process of multiple interpretations due to the reappearance of
photographs in cinema, ways of interpretation, transformation of time and space, and
differences among interpreters. Therefore | discuss the meanings of photographs in
cinema from three perspectives: the characters, the director, and the viewer of the
cinema.

In this study, | have discovered that the “temporality” of meanings of photographs in
cinema is more obvious than other kind of photographs. The variables in the
interpreting process, such as the multiple representations of text, the changing
contexts of narrative, and the interaction of characters, make meanings become
dynamic. It is in a constant state of “slip of meanings” which is embodied in the
relations of meaning and individual, meaning and situation, and meaning and
viewpoint.
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