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Abstract

Popularized by the works of Charles Baudelaire and Walter Benjamin, the flaneur
famously enjoyed strolling around the 19" century Paris. This interesting figure of urban
perambulations had since reappearedsin various literary texts. The present study aims to
analyze the significance of different modes-of flanerie as exemplified by Virginia Woolf’s
“Street Haunting: A London Adventure” and the celebrated Taiwanese woman writer Chu
Tien-hsin’s “Hungary Water” and.*The-Old-Capital.”” In the first chapter, | read “Street
Haunting” closely to explore how Woolf’s “superficial sauntering of the eye” helps make a
city of her own in a manner different from conventional male flanerie. The flaneuse’s ways of
seeing invite us to reconsider the subtle relation between the observer and the observed. In the
second chapter, | read “Hungary Water” with reference to Baudelaire’s related poems,
drawing particularly on the Proustian notion of mémoire involontaire and Benjamin’s
distinction between die Erfahrung (experience) and das Erlebnis (immediate experience) and
I discuss in depth the main characters’ attempts to recall their memaories through smell and
walking, arguing that their “olfactory flanerie” functions as a kind of resistance to the
ruination and fragmentation of modern metropolitan experience. In the third chapter on “The
Old Capital,” | demonstrate how the flanerie in search of a sense of security and certitude in
the city may as well involve a process of Kristevian abjection in the project of “The Old

Capital.”

Keywords: Charles Baudelaire, Walter Benjamin, flanerie, Chu Tien-hsin, Virginia Woolf,

visual and olfactory perceptions, identity, abjection, memory
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