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Abstract
This study explores Mandarin perception verbs by adopting Frame
Semantics (Fillmore & Atkins 1992) and attempts to classify the verbs into a
hierarchical structure on the basis of the construction of Mandarin VerbNet
proposed by Liu and Chiang:(2008).dn terms of perception verbs, Viberg (1984)
made a cross-linguistic research-and claimed that they mainly include three
types: ACTIVE, PASSIVE, and COPULAT IVE, shown as Table 1.

Table 1. The Basic Paradigm of Perception Verbs in English (Viberg 1984)

Sense Modality ACTIVE PVs PASSIVE PVs COPULATIVE PVs
Vision look (at) see look
Hearing listen (to) hear sound
Touch feel feel feel
Smell smell smell smell
Taste taste taste taste

Following Viberg’s analysis, this study also probes into Mandarin
perception verbs according to event types of verbs as well as five senses. A
preliminary differentiation of the verbs is displayed as Table 2. Equivalently, a
correspondence on lexical items between Mandarin and English exists. However,
from Table 2, it is found that the discrimination reveals a highly relevance with
the morphological make-ups, especially the influence of the suffixes, such as the



resulatative morphemes | dao ‘reach’ and 4= % qilai ‘rise’. This is a

noticeable difference from English for Mandarin is an analytic language while
English is a synthetic language. Thus, the morphological make-up types occupy

a fundamental status in this study. Besides the verbs shown in Table 2, more
perception verbs which are composed of other suffixes are also discussed.

Table 2. The Basic Paradigm of Perception Verbs in Mandarin

Sense Modality Activity PVs Achievement PV/s Stative PVs
Vision 7 kandao ‘see’ 7 ¥ kandao ‘see’ FALK
7 L kanjian ‘see’ kanqilai ‘look’
Hearing ¥t ting ‘listen’ . T tingdao ‘hear’~FL 2 | A=k
tingjian ‘hear’ tinggilai ‘sound’
Touch # mo ‘touch’ F# 3] modao ‘touch’ Fds Rk
mogilai ‘feel’
Smell F wen ‘smell’ B 7 wendao ‘smell’ FAELIS
wengilai ‘smell’
Taste *¥ chang ‘taste’ ¥ 3] changdao ‘taste’ PE e Rk
changgilai ‘taste’

In addition to the morphological characteristics, the interaction between
grammar and semantics serves to provide principles for a systematic as well as
evident classification. Based on the corpus observation mainly from Academia
Sinica Balanced Corpus of Modern Mandarin Chinese (Sinica Corpus), this
study analyzes the verbs by striking a balance between syntax and semantics.
Through the principles which are motivated by syntax-to-semantic
correspondences, the perception verbs are categorized into different layers of
frames. Each layer is responsible for a particular scope for semantic description.
From top to down, the layers are Archiframe, Primary Frame, Basic Frame, and
Micro-frame (Liu & Chiang 2008). In terms of Mandarin perception verbs, the
frame-based structure is composed of Perception archiframe, five primary
frames by inheritance, two primary frames by using, five basic frames, and ten
micro-frames. Though the frames are differentiated, the interrelationship among
the frames is also transparently displayed, not neglected. Essentially, all the
frames share a conceptual schema, which is postulated with the core frame

iv




elements, as shown below.

Conceptual Schema of Perception Archiframe:

: lllll -IIIIIIIIII: Process ‘.
Stimulus  : "+ Response

: , Percept
: Perceiver — \ > Judgment
Purpose  feees > i
m Phenomenon Detected Entity/Fact
Body part
---------- » Expected Information
Result

Besides, through the classification, seme-characteristics of Mandarin
perception verbs thus emerge. Two-0f them are especially introduced. One is the
correspondence between frames.and morphological make-ups; and the other is
an intimate interaction between perception and cognition realized by frequent
uses of semantic extensions.

All of these are the concerned issues which this study attempts to explain in a
well-organized way.
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