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ABSTRACT

With the increasing popularity of computer-mediated communication, the
integration of CMC in L2 education has drawn much attention. Researchers have
examined the potentials of CMC for enhancing cultural awareness, for fostering
language skills, for promoting collaborative learning, and for fostering thinking ability.
They found that CMC may promote students’ critical thinking skills. In the L1 context,
Garrison, Anderson, and Archer (2001) proposed “cognitive presence” to assess
critical thinking in CMC-based discussions and developed the Practical Inquiry Model.
However, little studies have adopted the Practical Inquiry Model to assess critical
thinking in a L2 context.

The present study aimed to investigate EFL undergraduate students’ interaction
patterns and cognitive presence in two types of online discussion— free discussion
and debate via an asynchronous discussion forum. The relationship between
interaction patterns and cognitive presence was further examined. The study was
undertaken in an elective English writing course where online discussion was
integrated as an alternative for class discussion. The participants in the study were
thirty undergraduate students, mostly from science and technology fields. Data were
collected from a background questionnaire and the online discussion logs. Online logs
were then analyzed based on Henri’s (1991) Interactive Behavior Model and Garrison,
Anderson, & Archer’s (2001) Practical Inquiry Model.

The results indicated that interaction patterns in both discussion types seemed to
be different. Additionally, the students did not tend to perform different phases of
cognitive presence in free discussion and debate. It may be attributed to multiple
factors including the lack of training sessions, teacher involvement and active
engagement of the mediators. Finally, independent message and interactive messages

may lead to different phases of cognitive presence.
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