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A bstract

The m ain purpose ofthis study is to investigate ifthere is a

significantdifference betw een the w ays ofusing oraltestinstrum ents;

nam ely,the face-to-face approach and the video-conferencing approach.

N inth grade high schoolstudents w ere selected as the testsubjects for

this study. Custom arily,itrequires a lotofm anpow er,space,and tim e

to com plete the English oraltesting process atboth a m edium and large

scale. Therefore,w e considerthe option ofInternetconferencing w hich

can accom m odate people w ho are on-line sim ultaneously and try to find a

w orkable solution to m eettheir needs. W e proceed to considerw hether

w e can adoptthe English oraltests thatare readily available to advance

an individual’s juniorhigh schoolspeaking ability.

W e had 63 students w hich w ere allin ninth grade and attended a

juniorhigh schoolin TaipeiCounty. A llofthe studentsw ere tested first

w ith a face-to-face English oralexam ination and w ith a

video-conferencing English oralexam ata latertim e. W e logged the

responses during the testprocess and from the questionnaire survey filled

outby the sam ple students. W e analyzed qualitatively both the attitude

tow ard and the operations in taking the face-to-face and



video-conferencing English oraltests.

The m ain findings are:

1. The students’scores in (1)accuracy,(2)fluency,and (3)

com m unication w ere significantly differentaftertaking the

video-conferencing English oraltests. The average scores also

increased,w hich m ay have been due to the follow ing reasons:the

ability to articulate is som ew how born in nature and itis hard to

change;m ostofthe students feltless nervous taking the

video-conferencing English oraltestthan taking an exam

face-to-face,and thus,resulted in scoring higherw ith the form er

procedure.

2. Before taking the video-conferencing English oral tests, w e had

noticed the fem ale students’scores in fluency and com m unication

w ere higher than those of the m ale students’ scores. O n the

contrary, after taking the video-conferencing English oral tests,

the m ale students’ scores in fluency and com m unication w ere

higher than the fem ale students’ scores. It m ay be due to the

follow ing reasons :the m ale students’acceptability to the English

oraltests outperform s the fem ale students.

3.Because(1)theoverallperformanceshaveimproved,(2)mostofthestudents’

tensionwasalleviated,and(3)recordingofsoundandimagesdueto

technologicaldevices,ithasbeenproventhattheutilization ofInternet

conferencing can effectively accom m odate people on-line to m eet

theneedsofachievingacompletegraspofEnglishoralcommunicative

capabilities,moresothantraditional,face-to-faceoralEnglish tests.

4. School teachers can develop the prospect of bringing the

Internet-based oralEnglish exam inations into play w ith the goal

ofeliciting theirstudents’speaking ability.

In accordance w ith the results ofthe survey,the m ajority ofstudents

have a positive attitude tow ard taking video-conferencing English oral

tests. M ultim edia w as proven to be helpful for the students to answ er

the questions,thus the function of allow ing the testsubjects to listen to

the questions repeatedly w as especially helpfulin reducing tension w hile

accurately answ ering the questions.

D ue to certain constrictions, the study only addressed it 9th grade

junior high school students, therefore it is not clear if the results w ill

rem ain the sam e if students from a varying age group undergo the sam e

experim ental analysis. It is also not clear if the results w ill rem ain the

sam e w hile itis conducting fordifferentcom bination ofthe testitem s.
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