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The Effect of Rumor Distinguishing Education on Fourth Grade Primary School
Students - Using Google as the Tool

Student : Yi-Fang Tang Advisor : Jong-Eao Lee

Degree Program of E-Learning College of Science in National Chiao Tung University

Abstract

This paper delineates the effect of rumor distinguishing education on fourth grade students
in a primary school in Taipei County. And, withal, this research investigates the correlation
among the student's Internet experience, rumor distinguishing education, search strategy, and

their answer to the experiment tasks.

In order to analyze the rumor researchingipattern which are used by these students, two
rumor identification tasks were given; one. is true; and the other one is false. The students
were asked to search information on the Internet and write'the answer down on a paper. The
students' Internet searching behaviors wetesrecorded by. software from beginning to end.
There are 69 valid samples in this experiment. From the questionnaire, these 69 students have

similar Internet usage experience, academic achievement, and critical thinking skills.

The result of this research shows the students who had rumor distinguishing education are
skeptical to new information, and they do not blindly believe the new information given to
them. In the mean time, they are capable of discerning the rationality and usability of the
information from the Internet while doing the rumor researching tasks. However, the students
who have never done the rumor distinguishing education are tend to believe new information
given to them, and they hardly evaluate the authenticity of the information from the Internet.
They can not utilize the tools to distinguish rumors. Further more, they can be misled by
bogus information on the Internet. In the information explosion era, rumor distinguishing

education is crucial. How to implement this education is an important research topic in the
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