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This is a follow-up project for the third year. The mainstream media has long stereotyped and marginalized
Taiwan’s aboriginal people, especially those stay unknown to the majority. Under the support of Lan-An
Culture and Education Foundations, the aboriginals in the Orchid Island has their own media for sharing
cultures, exchanging thoughts, recording voices, as well as documenting ceremonies, events and activities.
The functions of aboriginal media are twofold. Firstly, the media contributes to form consensus and ethnic
identity among local residents. And secondly, it functions to present the local voices to the outside world
and becomes a communicative mechanism between aboriginals and the Chinese people residing in Taiwan

Island.

This proposal aims to establish an aboriginal digital archive and media database that have never been
systematically done before. Taken the Orchid Island as the main area, this proposal uses media content
produced by Lan-An Culture and Education Foundations. These media contents include VHS, DV materials,
broadcasting, and Lan-An bi-weekly magazines. We also designed an easy-to-follow computer template for
local people to input their archives into our network system. By so doing, this project could create broader

participations and enrich its collections from the input of the aboriginals.

Keywords: aboriginal people, Tao, Lan-An Culture and Education Foundations, media, Orchid Island,

digital archive
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Based on a research project entitled “The Establishment of Media Database of
Orchid Island” supported by National Science Council, this article explores the
application of digital archives to E-learning. Orchid Island is inhabited by unique
aboriginal people in Taiwan. Many newspaper, documentary films, radio programs and
photographs of Orchid Island have been digitalized, stored in a database and
presented in a well-established website. This article aims to find out how these
digital contents could be utilized in online learning environment. Issues of digital
archive’s relation to creative industries and new knowledge economy are also
discussed.
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