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From the comparative studies of cultural history approach, this research project tries to
analysis the cultures of opium consumption which was very commune both in Europe of 19"

-Tn*r:

century and in China’s Late Imperial period. Once considered as an “artificial paradise”, the
common consumption of opium developed two totally different cultures. Smoking in China and
Eating(drinking in fact) in Europe, the way of appropriation is itself a culture production and the
material condition which determines its culture meanings. As a commodity of world capitalism,
the opium brought to this two worlds the different paradoxes and destinies. In 19" Europe,
state-medical discourse condemned opiate use in working class families as drug’s abuse, while
the romantic writers search the ecstasy of inner experience through it, tries to escape the social
constraints of bourgeois society, but their “works” become the popular culture products in the
upper society. The popular use of opium in the Late Imperial China, just as its smoking, was the
highly concerning issue of imperial govern, aso the extreme ordinary object of everyday life: the
everywhere opium dens was the common place of socia life, the sumptuous pipe showing the
prestigious status is the necessary hospitality. This project realize until now 8 months, the main
working concentrates in collecting the historical data as wide as possible, specially the Chinese
data, also in studying the research papers and some theories. By a comparative study, we attempt
to interprets the culture of opium consumption in a new narrative framework.
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