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The Importance of Being Perverse: China/Taiwan 1931-1937

Joyce C.H. Liu

The dual impulses of "the abject” — to purge away the unclean or to abandon oneself and become
the "dgject” — as discussed by Julia Kristevain her book Powers of Horror, can help us discuss
the ambivalent attitude in facing the heterogeneous elements in our culture. Faced with the
totalitarian discursive field, the modernist poet willingly plunges into the writings of the filthy,
the waste, the violent and the erotic. Thiswriting of the abject iswhat JuliaKristeva calls
perverse writing, through which the poet maintains his resistance against the system and the norm.
The pervert and the schizo, viewed from the perspective of the literary field, can be seen asthe
defense mobilized by the libidinal energy to resist the force of organization and normalization
and, by implication, Thanatos itself. Thus, the modern writer, the one by whom the abject exists,
isan exile, a“dgject who places (himself), separates (himself), situates (himself) and therefore
strays instead of getting his bearings, desiring, belonging, or refusing.” Writing then is an act to
exercise the perversion and to empty out the filth inside the body. By writing about waste, decay,
rot, the obscene, and the demonic, the pervert in language resists the norm, and also its own
death.

This paper examines the concept of cultural subjectivity as developed in Kristeva’s theories: (1)
the relation of the subject to the symbolic system, (2) the splitting subject in language, (3) the
co-existence of the symbolic and the semiotic, (4) the force of the horror.
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