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Abstract

Color will physically and psychologically influence
our lifein every aspect. Thus color isavery important
factor to be considered in design.  To efficiently and
ethically use color, we have to learn how people perceive
and feel about color. There are many researchers have
investigated the preferred color and perceived color

image of people. However, most of these studies
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assume people are equal in feeling color.  Infact, there
are many factors may influence our feeling on color.
Among them, personal character is probably one of the
most important factors, but so far this factor has not been
serioudly studied.

Therefore, in this study, we conducted an
experiment of color image on 138 subjects with different
personal factors, including gender, blood types, astrology
types and personality types. Forty-four test color
samples were evenly selected from the color space and
presented to subjects.  Subjects were asked to estimate
their feeling about each color according to a set of 22 SD
scales. Inthe sametime, a standard personality
measure scale test was conducted on these subjects.

The collected data from these experiments as well
as demographic data of subjects were systematically
analyzed. Firstly, people with different types of
personality were identified from their test scores.
Through factor analysis, five factors, factor of plainness,
factor of fashion, factor of intimacy, factor of reliability,
and factor of nature have been revealed to construct a
5-dimensional image space.  Through the comparison
and analysis the location of each color felt by different
subjects in thisimage space, we have concluded some
differences of color image feeling affected by personal
factors. Ingeneral, gender isthe most critical factor in
influencing the color image feeling, especially in
affecting the feeling of fashion and the feeling reliability.

Males tend to feel more reliable on colors; whereas



female feel colors more fashionable.  Types of
personality have showed dlight influence on color image
feeling. Blood types and astrology types, however,
have almost no influence on color image feeling, except
for the feeling of nature. People of Scorpio and people
of Gemini are more apt to feel natural on colors than

people of Capricorn and people of Aquarius .

Keywords: color image, SD method, personal factor,
personality.
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