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Abstract

This proposal which is based on the continuity of my dissertation attempts to focus on
the autonomy of the frontier society in Erahi area in Yunnan and analyze the process
of the change within the society during 15™ to 18" centuries. To investigate this issue,
| will collect and anayze the traditiona historical records, including the officia
gazetteers, the local legends and genealogies written by local elites and will do the
fieldwork as well. By those different point of views, exploring how the social group in
Erahi area changed and created their collective memory and practice their own history
with cross-villages parade and how they respond the statecraft by positive and passive
ways.

There are three main dimensions show how the socia structure changed and how the
socia group adjusted their own attitudes toward different levels of the past. First,
from the viewpoint of the statecraft, it demonstrates how pressure from the centers of
state power and culture affected life in the frontier. A chief objective of this part is to
give proper weight to the structural relationship between the frontier and the state.
Second, the use of the each different text contained their own social and historical
contexts express representations of past. In this part, the local legends, inscriptions,
genealogies and official gazetteers will offer perspectives on how these socia groups
changed their proclaim of the origin of their ancestors, and what is more, on how they
mix them together. Third, cross-villager parade and the religious ritua of the village
temple represent the village as a historical site which express the redlities of the
Nanchao Dali Kingdom, meanwhile, the role of female in the village temple still share
the same position of the legend which existed 10" centuries ago.

Keyword: Statecraft, Frontier Society, the structure of Village in Earhi area, the

constitutive and Practice of History
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