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On-line purchase system is a new
servie approach that integrates enterprise
resources and provides instant purchase
information and response. Such a system
may simplify tedeious purchase and term
negotiation processes that repeat in an
enterpirse. For example, on-line purchase
inquiry and order usuaslly reduces the
process time and cost on both supplier and
buyer sides. On-line purchase has become a
major trend in the supply chain management
today.

The idea of software agent has been
widely used in e-business and e-market, and
many related techniques have also been
developed. Agents have been used in the
on-line business to promptly provide new
product information, reduce product search
time, reduce order process cost, etc. This
research attempts to develop an information
search agent, purchase agent, and term
negotiation agent for the construction
industry, and integrate them as a multi-agent,
intelligent system. Each type of agent has its
own characteristics and decision-making
expertise. The integrated system is expected
to be able to help a construction firm to
make intelligent decisions about purchase
packaging,  suppliers  selection  and
evaluation, term negotiation, and other
purchase related processes.

Keywords: on-line purchase, intelligent agent,
information search, purchase,
term negotiation
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