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ABSTRACT

This research analyzes the development and transformation of Taiwan’s
newspaper circulation systems from the concept of commodification. There are three
stages that can be distinguished in Taiwan’s circulation systems. Newspaper
Limitation Period, Diversified Newspaper Period, and Glocalization Period. In the
Glocalization Period, the introduction of a new Hong Kong-based newspaper called
“The Apple Daily” produced great impact on Taiwan’s newspaper circulation systems.
Instead of taking advantages of the long established newspaper circulation systems,
The Apple Daily in Taiwan mainly adopts the retail system through the nationwide
continence stores. The Apple Daily and The Freedom Daily have been the only two
successful newspapers since the abolition of the Newspaper Limitation Act. By
conducting in-depth interviews of nearly 40 persons, the conclusion is driven from
newspaper executives and experienced newspaper distribution agencies all over

Taiwan.

Keywords: Newspaper Circulation Systems, Newspaper Distribution Agency,

Political Economy of Communications
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