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This paper examines an urban neighborhood, where its residents had mobilized for a
reconstruction project that followed a protest event, and its commerce. This paper
investigates how this mobilization affected social relations and cultural meanings in
urban life, giving rise to a power restructuring in the local context. I contend in this
project that this power struggle must be understood within a changing
politico-economic situation. The formation of the local commerce is thus a result both
of the local political processes and of the global economy. This project examines these

two forces by conducting an ethnographic study of local shops and social groups.
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