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Abstract

This project is based on the idea of sustainable development to analyze how the
system of national parks influences the environmental protection in Hualien since
1980s. Through this case study, the project can evaluate how the system works and
its significance in Taiwan’s environmental history.

This research investigates the history of Taroko national park and its relationship
with Taiwan’s conservation movement from two different perspectives. The first is
on the issues of the economic development. During the 1980s, three major subjects
demonstrate their important roles in exploring the theme of the research. They are (1)
a construction of an industrial zone by a private enterprise, (2) the construction of a
hydropower plant, and (3) the mining activities. The second perspective is
concerning the relationship between the indigenous people and the Park. In the last
20 years, the indigenous people had once mobilized to against the State for protecting
their own privileges under the name of “Getting back my lands Movement” in the late
80s and early 90s. Currently the wisdom of indigenous culture has been appreciated
and regarded as valuabie assess.

In general, the system of National Parks has worked positively in the
conservation and preservation. However, the environmental policy should maintain
its consistency and focus on eco-development. The stste should realize that to
improve the poverty of the indigenous people is one of the purposes for the
sustainable development. On the other hand, all the traditions including the
indigenous culture must be adjusted to meet the requirement of thé environmentalism.
Then the ultimate goal of the environmental justice for future generations can be
reached at last.

Key words:
Tarcko, national parks, sustainable development, environmental policy
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