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Abstract

In Chinese, there exists a special type of
pronoun , namely TA, homonymous with the
third person pronoun ta ‘ she/. This pronoun,
which has two variant forms (ie., allomorphs)
TA; and TA,, refers to a set (denoted by its
associated NP) collectively. Distribution of
its associated NPs depends on whether they
are definite or not. On the one hand, if the
associated NP is definite, it appears as a
preverba element in the form of a
sentence-initial topic or a head noun of
relative clauses, on the other hand, if the
associated NP is indefinite, it appears as the
inner  (or  direct) object of a
double-object-like construction in which the
mock object TA,, which pretends the inner
object (i.e., the associated NP) to fulfill the
rhetoric requirements, occurs as the outer (or
indirect) object. The indefiniteness effect
shown by sentences involving TA, results
from the fact that the inner object (i.e., the
indefinite associated NP) can be considered
as material from a syntactic predicate that
must be mapped into the nuclear scope of the

mapping cycle.
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