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Abstract
Presented herein are the discovered
problems related to the design,

construction and inspection of the low
rise  sted residential buildings
constructed in Taiwan after the 921 Ji-Ji
earthquake. The massive collapse of
reinforced concrete buildings during the
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921 earthquake has turned peopl€e’'s
focus on sted structural buildings.
However, the results of thisinvestigation
reveal that many of the low rise steel
buildings constructed during the past
two years contain serious defects due to
improper design, construction and
inspection. It is the writer’s concern that
these poor quality steel buildings may
become the next target of a future major
earthgquake.
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