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Neighborhood Taichung: An Urban Ethnography

Abstract

The exploratory studies of “Life-styles in Taichung City: Culture and Conflict in
Urban Space” has attracted us to the multidimensional nature of urban neighborhoods.
There is not only an ecological dimension determined by who lives where, but also a
symbolic dimension in which urban space reflects a cognitive awareness by residents
of social divisions within the city, and a social dimension involving spatial limitations
upon voluntary institutions and social networks. The urban neighborhood thus can be
viewed not only as a functional spatial unit meeting sustenance needs, but also as a
unit of patterned social interactions, and cultural-symbolic collective identity, a state
of mind, with social status, stage of the life cycle and ethnicity each helping to shape
the individual’s choice of neighborhood. Based on out exploratory studies in
Taichung, this study selects four neighborhoods, each representing a particular type of
urban community, for a two-year on-site urban ethnographic study. The fieldwork will
provide us with in-depth understanding not only of the everyday life details of urban

residents but also of the changing urban social structure.
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