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中文摘要 

最近幾年，許多熱門網站使用大型叢集系統(cluster)來儲存大量的資料並滿足效能的要

求。這些叢集系統的主要應用為資訊檢索系統(information retrieval)，常見的有：(1)搜尋引

擎(search engine)，(2)電子圖書館(Electronics Library)，(3)電子商務(E-Commerce)，(4)電子

新聞(E-News)，以及(5)序列分析(Sequence Analysis)等等。網際網路的快速發展，為計算機

系統的設計，帶來了全新的挑戰：資料配置須對執行效能與儲存空間作整體的考量，且須

有計量方法以設計大型叢集資訊檢索系統。 
在這篇論文中，我們提出一個兼顧負載與儲存量平衡的資料配置演算法。這演算法將

大小不同的許多資料項目分配到工作站上。其理論基礎是 MMPacking 演算法。MMPacking
可以分配與複製相同大小的資料項目，以追求負載與儲存量的平衡。我們的主要構想是利

用 bin packing 將大小不同的資料項的資料配置問題轉換、化簡成 MMPacking 所處理的問

題。我們可以證明所提出的資料配置法是 asymptotical 1-optimal。當資料項目規模夠大時，

所得的結果將趨近於最佳解。 
利用所提的資料配置演算法，我們提出計量方法，以設計合乎成本效益的叢集式 Web

伺服器(clustered web server)。此計量方法的目的，是要降低滿足效能需求所需的硬體成本。

硬體成本是以工作站的數量，及每部工作站的儲存空間大小來決定。為了達到此目的，須

兼顧負載與儲存量的平衡。我們建立效能模型，以計算 throughput 與 response time。此計量

方法大幅簡化設計大型叢集式資訊檢索系統的方法。 
 
關鍵字：叢集式 Web 伺服器、搜尋引擎、轉置檔案、大型叢集式資訊檢索系統、資料配置

演算法 
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英文摘要 

In recent years, many major search engines on Internet use a large-scale cluster to store a 
large database and cope with high query arrival rate. A quantitative method to reduce the 
hardware cost is desired. This paper investigates parallel information retrieval on a cluster of 
workstations. The research objective is to minimize the hardware cost of the cluster to satisfy a 
given throughput requirement. Hardware cost of the cluster depends on the cluster configuration: 
the number of workstations and storage capacity per workstation. The primary work to achieve 
the research objective is posting file partitioning. The objective of posting file partitioning is to 
minimize the storage requirement per workstation subject to a limited difference to ideal mean 
query processing time. The partitioning follows the partition-by-document-ID principle such that 
a query can be processed in parallel without transferring postings between workstations. Mean 
query processing time is estimated according to popularities of keyword terms. The kernel of the 
posting file partitioning algorithm is a data allocation algorithm, which maps variable-size items 
onto workstations for load and storage balancing. The data allocation algorithm is an integration 
of bin packing, MMPacking, and bin splitting procedures. We prove that the data allocation 
algorithm satisfies a load balancing constraint with asymptotically 1-optimal storage cost. With 
the posting file partitioning algorithm, we show a systematic approach to determine the cluster 
configuration. Evaluation with TREC document collection shows the usefulness of the proposed 
posting file partitioning algorithm on real-world applications. This research simplifies the effort 
to design a large-scale information retrieval system. 
 
Keywords: clustered web server, search engine, posting file, large-scale IRS, data allocation 
algorithm 
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0.25

0.09
0.12

0.18

Load

0.01 0.02 0.05 0.07

WS0 WS1 WS2 WS3

B0 B1 B5 B6 B7B2 B3 B4 B8
load of objects: 0.01, 0.02, 0.05, 0.07, 0.09, 0.12, 0.18, 0.2, 0.26

(a) Load of each workstation

(b) Data size stored in each workstation
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1.00
0.00
0.00

1.00
0.00
0.00
0.10
0.50

0.00

0.00
1.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
1.00
0.00
0.00
0.42

0.00
0.00
1.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
1.00
0.00
0.08

0.00
0.00
0.00
1.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.90
0.00

B0
B1
B2
B3
B4
B5
B6
B7
B8

WS0 WS1 WS2 WS3
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Disk capacity (GB)

Ratio to ideal
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