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“Non-official intellectuals’ stand as an unusual social classin the Southern Sung
Dynasty. Their appearance follows the political and economic deterioration. Most of
them are the literati, who do not succeed or make great achievement in their officia
career. Thus verse has become a craft, which draws appreciation from government
officials or the rich. And these appreciators would bring them financia support or
provide away into government. As for the government officias or the rich, they aso
get satisfaction or enjoyment from the talents of these non-official intellectuals.

This project will discuss the spirits and minds of these non-official intellectuals
by focusing on their poetry. Actually, “non-official intellectuals’ is demonstrative of
the whole society’s transition. They are not only a social or literal phenomenon, but
also acultural representation, an important way to delve into Sung's literati culture.

The poetry of Liu Guo, Jiang Kui, Dai Fu-gu, and Liu Ke-zhuang will be the
core of this project. The mental situation and the life style of these literati who arein



middle or low socia hierarchy unfold another dimension of Southern Sung's literati

culture. The diversities of literati’s spirits and personalities thus shown.

Key words. non-officia intellectuas; the poetry of Southern Sung’s Dynasty; Liu
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