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In the long tradition, Chinese literati always considered themselves
as the bearer of ‘Tao’, and the Northern Sung literati were especially
dedicated to the goal of the realization of their political ideal within
the influence of the Confucian doctrine.

Therefore, the Northern Sung literati often felt frustrated when they
suffered serious defeat in official career.

This project will focus on the poetry of exile by Northern Sung exiled
statesmen to trace out the spiritual patterns behind them. Over the
centuries, exile is part of the literary tradition, and responses to exile



were as varied as the exiles themselves. Exile is not only a political
or literary topic, but also a cultural topic. To acquire better
understanding of the Sung culture, it’s important to analyze the spiritual
patterns of the literati stratum of Northern Sung by way of the poetry
of exile.

This project will deal with the poetry of exile by the masters of
literature of Northern Sung dynasty, such as Ou-yang Hsiu, Wang An-shih,
Su shi and Huang Ting-jian.
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