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Observing circulations and sea level variation over the South China 
Sea using satellite altimetry 
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In this project, circulations over 
the South China Sea are analyzed by 
using TOPEX/POSEIDON (T/P) 
altimetry and formulae of geostrophic 
current. Sea level of the South China 
Sea is studied by using wavelet and 
Fourier transforms. T/P has successfully 
determined the relationships among sea 
level of the South China Sea, the onset 
of summer monsoon and onNiEl ~ and 
the annual and interannual variations of 
the South China Sea circulations. 
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year 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 

zero-crossing June 4 April 28 May 26 April 28 May 1 May 28 

monsoon June 4 May 4 June 2 * * * 
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