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Abstract

Thas 1s the third and final stage of a
comprehensive study of Anglophone
In the first
phase of the project I analyzed two novels
by Jamaican novelist Michelle Chff, with
special attention to the concept of

Carbbean women novelists.

creolization, the intertextual relations of
CIiff’s texts with Carbbean and
Euro-American hiteratures, and the identity
politics for light-skinned creole women. In
the second phase, four Afro-Caribbean
women writers and their fiction are being
studied to explore the possibility of female
Bildung within the polyphonic and often
contradictory Iinguistic systems of the
Carlbbean. In this final phase, I mvestigate
additional fictional works by Afro-Caribbean
wiiters who have moved to the metropolitan
centers of Europe and North America, what
George Lammming calls “the external frontier”
of the Carlbbean.

Afro-Canbbean mmmigrants who have
moved to these “frontiers™ are in the state of
a “double diaspora” since they are
experiencing a further cultural and racial
uprooting along with the residual memory of

the first African diaspora. Complicated by



their daily encounters with gender
discrimunation, Afro-Carlbbean women living
in these “frontiers” are constantly faced with
multiple displacements. This project aims
to tease out these women’s various layers of
dislocation and their attempts of “cultural
translations.” Several authors are studied:
Beryl Gilroy and Joan Riley of England,
Marlene Nourbese Philip and Dionne Brand
of Canada, as well as Opal Palmer Adisa of
the Unites States. Included in the research
are the issues of Afro-Canbbean
self-representation in the light of the
following topics: a sense of unbelonging
the Euro-American metros; a nostalgia for the
Caribbean and/or African homeland; a critique
of the homeland; the constant struggle with
the “father tongue,” the standard English; and
the femimnst resistance to an androcentric
1deology which runs rampant in the
Carlbbean commurnity everywhere.

Keywords: Caribbean literature, women
wiiters, Diaspora, cultural studies
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