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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to conduct a
comparative and interdisciplinary
investigation on applicability of the concepts
of “linkage communities” and “intra-national

commonweath” to the anaysis of the
problems and issues of unification or division
of the divided nations in general and that of
the Chinese case in particular. It isthe hope
of this project proposer that through the
anaysis of quantitative overtime data and
opinion survey, an examination of the
applicability of the “linkage community”
paradigm to case of China, Germany, and
Korea, in regard to the process of integration
of the “divided nations’, a deeper
understanding can be obtained.

For years, it has been the opinion of this
project director that studies of the issues
related to the unification of “divided nations’
have focused too heavily on the political and
legal sides of the problem.  Frequently,
analyses have been clouded by concepts of

conventional international law such as
“sovereignty” and “jurisdiction.”  Moving
beyond the innovative concept of

“multi-system nations” coined by this author
in the 1970s, the idea of “linkage
communities’” emphasizes the natural process
of economic, cultural and people-to-people
exchanges between different parts of a
“divided nation.” The conceptual scheme
argues that through continuous interactionsin
the private sectors, “linkage communities’
will be developed within both sides of a
divided nation which in turn will bring about
gradual functional integration, if not political
unification, of a divided state.

Keywor ds: linkage communities;
multi-system nations; functional
integration; intra-national

commonwealth
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