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Abstract

When European maritime powers occupied most of sea spaces, they began to
trade with Asian countries, and gradually to colonization of large areas of land in the
18th and 19th centuries. In the meantime, the border was invented in the Asia, and a
few Japanese intellectuals gradually started to argued about the border of Japan, to
recognize Japan’s characteristics and advantages as a maritime nation (&[] ) .And
they imaged Japan as a maritime nation as a way to make differences from China. So
In the 18th century, a few Japanese intellectuals who imaged Japan as a maritime
nation no longer imitated the political and military systems of continental nations ( [z
»notably China ); rather, they took the Western maritime powers as a model to build
the nation and expand territories. In this sense, to imagine Japan itself as a maritime
nation was a step, or maybe a turning point, in Japan’s attempt to de-Asianize ( Escape
from Asia- [y ), also, it was a step in the development of the Asianism(especially of
those expansionist thoughts of Asianism).That is to say, the cultural border between
Europe and Asia was invented by the modern Japanese intellectuals, at the same time,
they break the border of the Asian nations to become the west. So In this paper, I
would like to argue that Japan’s imagination of being a maritime nation was an
important factor in Asianism’s emergence in modern Japan. For this purpose, I will
examine the discourses of Japanese intellectuals concerned with building up Japan as
a maritime nation from the 18th century. And then I will discuss Afred Thayer
Mahan’s sea power theory served as one of the factors that lead to the emphasis on
military overseas expansion in Japan’s (expanisionist) Asiaism. At last, as China is
urging to get the sea power of the Asia-Pacific region, want to rebuild China as a
maritime nation recently. I will discuss the conflict of the two maritime nations in the

border of seas.

Keywords: Japan, the west, maritime nation, discourse of Asia, sea power, border
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Dear Hung-Yueh Lan

I would like to thank you for your interest in participating in the International
Conference & International Summer University Borders, Displacement and
Creation. Questioning the Contemporary that will be held in Portugal, at the
Faculty of Arts of the University of Porto from 29 August to 4 September. We will be
honoured to be able to count with your presence.

-We are delighted to inform you that your abstract «Facing The Sea, Becoming The West :
The Discourses of “Maritime Nation” and The Emergence of Asianism in Modern Japan» has
been selected for presentation in the International Conference & International
Summer University.

I would like to point out that, as it was mentioned in the Invitation Call, the
presentation should preferably be given in English. However, there is the possibility
of you presenting your work in Portuguese, French and Spanish. In this case, it is
necessary that you send us the text of your presentation in English, so that the work
can be understood by the attendees from others nationalities; only in this way will it
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Takeuchi Yoshimi (1910-1977), a famous leftist critic in modern Japan, reviewed Japanese
modern history through Asianism, commenting that Asianism was not an ideology but a trend
hard to be explained historically (Takeuchi 1963). Takeuchi was right, since Asianism only
existed as a loose set of ideas and had its foundations in European concepts (Sven Saaler
2002). Yet, one cannot deny that Asianism was a really important concept in intellectual
discourses in modern Japan; we can even posit it as a key concept to explain the intellectual
history of modern Japan. Most scholars engaged in this topic, however, have only focused on
the development of Asiainsm in the Meiji period (Hazama 2001; Sven Saaler 2002). In this
paper, | would like to discuss the emergence of discourses of Asia which developed to the
Asiaism from the late Tokugawa period focusing on maritime nation imagination.

“World history is the history of the wars waged by maritime powers against land or
continental powers and by land powers against sea or maritime powers” (Carl Schmitt 2011).
Indeed, when European maritime powers occupied most of sea spaces, they began to trade
with Asian countries, and gradually to colonize large areas of land in the 18th and 19th century.
Japan was one of those trade countries; it was also the first one successfully avoiding the fate
of colonization. In the middle of the 18th century, by the contact with the Europeans came from
the sea, a few Japanese intellectuals gradually started to recognize Japan’s characteristics and
advantages as a maritime nation(;5E)".

As we will discuss below, to image Japan as a maritime nation was a way to make
differences from China. In the 18" century, intellectuals who imaged Japan as a maritime nation
no longer imitated the political and military systems of continental nations (P8l , notably China)?;
rather, they took the Western maritime powers as a model to build the nation and expand
territories®. In this sense, to imagine Japan itself as a maritime nation was a step, or maybe a
turning point, in Japan’s attempt to de-Asianize (Escape from Asia, Bi35),also, it was a step in
the development of the Asianism. That is to say, Asianism, especially of those expansionist
thoughts of Asianism*, was actually based on the de-Asianization thoughts rather than its
contradiction.

In this paper, | want to argue that Japan’s imagination of being a maritime nation was an
important factor in Asianism’s emergence in modern Japan. For this purpose, | will examine the
discourses of Japanese intellectuals concerned with building up Japan as a maritime nation in
the 18th century, and then | will discuss the relations between the imagination of maritime nation
and the rise of Asianism.

1 Deferenting from the “island nation”(SEl) , “maritime nation”(¥8&)has an opening image. Kuga Katsunan, a famous
journalist of Meiji Japan had said that “island nation” is a word for blaming, in contrast, “maritime nation” is a word for
praising.

2 But on the other hand, even in the Meiji period, many Japanese thinkers still use the thinking resources that came
from China, and they learned the western thoughts through the Chinese thoughts and words.

3 Of course, Japan also learned from the continental nation of Europe, for example Prussia, but what | want to say is
that to image Japan itself as a maritime nation is a wholly new idea got form the maritime powers of the Western
nations.

4 There are at least three type of Asianism, namely idealism, realism and expansionism. In this paper, | will focus on
the expansionist thoughts of Asianism.



The Appearance of the Imagination of Maritime Nation

Hayashi Shihei (M , 1738-1793) was probably the first Tokugawa intellectual who viewed
Japan as a maritime nation. He was a Japanese military scholar who had studied “Dutch
Learning” (Western studies). Before writing the Kaikoku Heidan( A Discussion of the Military
Problems of a Maritime Nation , ¥BEEE)), Hayashi wrote a book called Sangoku Tsdran Zusetsu
(lllustrated Description of Three Countries , =BIBERIFE). In this book, how Japan should deal
with Chosen (Korea), the Kingdom of Ryukyu (Okinawa), and Ezo (Hokkaido) problems related
to Ezo was its main focus.

Another major issue in Sangoku Tsdran Zusetsu was how Japan should defend itself from
Russia. In Kaikoku Heidan, Hayashi recommended the development of stronger military forces
and a maritime defense capability. Being aware of that Japan was surrounded by the seas,
Hayashi suggested that Japan should be regarded, and regard itself as a maritime nation, and
was thus different from the “Tangshan”(FEL , China). To exaggerate Japan’s vulnerability from
the seas, he wrote: “the waters flowing under Nihonbashi in Edo and the waters in the rivers of
China and Holland are one stream without any barriers”(Hayashi 1979). From Hayashi Shihei’s
point of view, the sea was not merely a natural barrier but also a medium for other countries to
invade Japan.

Hayashi was particularly afraid of the threat of invasion from China or from Russia. In order
to prevent invasion by the two continental powers, he emphasized the importance of coastal
defense. Being a maritime nation different from China, Japan’s military strategies and thoughts
based on ancient Chinese military books and principles should be corrected (Hayashi 1979).
Also, the future enemy would not come from inside Japan but from overseas; thus, coastal
defense, naval technology, and naval weaponry became important. In short, Kaikoku Heidan
marked the transition of Japan’s model from a Chinese one to the model of modern Western
countries; it is worthnoting that the conversion was quite long and complex.

The Development of the Imagination of Maritime Nation

Just like Hayashi Shihei, Honda Toshiaki ( A~Z 83 , 1743-1821), a Japanese political
economist who had studied Dutch Learning in the late Tokugawa period (Keene, Donald 1952),
also noticed the “maritime nation” issue. What made Honda difference from Hayashi Shihei was
his identity of being a mathematician, As a reason, Honda established his overseas trade
economic theory based on mathematics. He was also concerned about social issues, such as
rural famine and increasing homelessness (Maeda 2009). In Honda’s view, those social
problems were the results of inadequate domestic production; in other words, increasing
population caused inadequate living resources, and thus hindered domestic productivity. As a
solution to this problem, overseas trade became an urgent matter.

Concerning with his idea of overseas trade, Honda took China as a negative example,
claiming China as a “Hill Nation(lLEf)", and thereby differentiating it from the maritime nation
Japan. As a contrast to Japan’s attitude toward China, the maritime nations of Europe became a
new model to learn from. In his viewpoint, China was a country with bad geographical
conditions because of surrounding by land rather than by sea. (Honda 1970a; Honda 1970b).
On the contrary, he called the European nations “Seiyou”(#&¥, the Western ocean), idealizing it
as a commonwealth ruled by morals. Portugal and Britain were nations which used marine trade
and colonization as means to enrich their own countries, and to educate the natives of the
colonized countries. He specifically took the United Kingdom as a model for Tokugawa Japan,
claiming that Japan should develop the Kamchatka Peninsula, which was on the same latitude
as the United Kingdom. Honda Toshiaki also suggested that the Tokugawa government should
develop the islands surrounding Japan to build an interdependent economic trading sphere
(Honda 1970b).

Although Honda Toshiaki advocated the development of overseas trade, his idea of
overseas trade was based on a state-led economic model. Since the state led overseas trade,
military power was needed. But his ideas on external expansion emphasized on the overseas
trade were basically related to his sympathy for Japanese domestic farmers; as we will discuss
below, we may also see this kind of thoughts in the Asianism discourses of the Meiji Japan
intellectuals.



As one of Hayashi and Honda’s colleagues, Satd Nobuhiro ({£EBE{E , 1769-1850) , a
Japanese political economist of the late Tokugawa period, also suggested overseas expansion.
Besides Dutch Learning, “Kokugaku ( B2 , Nativist Learning)’also inspired Sato. In his
Udaikondé hisaku( A Secret Strategy for Expansion, FRER#M XK ), he urged Japan to
dominate the world. He justified this call in terms of a Japan-centered bio-cosmology, which
was established from the “mushuhi (EESE)” theory of ancient Japanese mythology through so-
called “Kukugaku” theory (Koyasu 1977). He even to some extent foresaw the course of history
by suggesting that Japan take Manchuria as a first foothold on the continent; the final goal of
this strategy was to conquer the China continent.

In Satd ’s Keizai Yoryaku (The Epitome of Economy), he asserted that saving the world's
common people was the main responsibility of imperial rulers. Japan, as the root of the world's
nations, would certainly be able to conquer the barbarians (Westerners), thereby unifying
nations all over the world. In fact, to conquer the world was to save the common people of the
world; this was also the ultimate goal of Sato’s economic philosophy.

Satd’s idea of unifying the world through conquest could actually be seen as a form of
utopianism, It was based not just on the Japan-centered bio-cosmology of Nativist thought but
also on his awareness of the fact that Japan was a maritime nation (Satdo 1927a). Due to his
fear of invasion by the United Kingdom (Satd 1927b), Satd suggested that the Tokugawa
government should embark on colonization and agricultural reform policies on uninhabited
islands in the South China Sea. His ideas were actually later seen as a first step towards
developing Japan's‘southward advance( i) "strategy, which was officially adopted as a
national strategy after the Meiji period.

Unlike Honda Toshiaki, Sato did not idealize the West; instead of taking the UK as a model
to learn from, he regarded the UK as a potential enemy of Japan. Though Japan and the UK
were both island countries surrounded by seas, Japan's geographical location was better than
the UK’s. If Japan developed its policies of maritime trade and industry well enough, it would
be the best country in the world (Satd 1927b). That was to say, rather than a subject country of
China, Japan had the potential of defeating the Western maritime nations. Although Sato’s idea
seemed very naive, it did inspire other ideas of overseas expansion through the late Tokugawa
period, including the ideas of Yoshida Shain.

Many of the samurais who led the Meiji Restoration had previously studied under Yoshida
Shoin (EEH*’AI‘%‘ , 1830-1859). When Matthew Perry visited Japan in 1853 and 1854, Yoshida
Shoin and a friend went to Shimoda where Perry had anchored his “black ships”, trying to
smuggle themselves on board. Unfortunately, they were found by Perry's troops and sent to
the Tokugawa government’s jail. In jail, Yoshida wrote a book Yushuroku (Record from Prison,
#X1$%).In this book, he explained the reasons for his attempt to smuggle himself onto the
American ships, suggesting that the Tokugawa government should conquer the neighboring
countries like the ancient Empire of Japan did to its neighbors. He asserted that Japan should
occupy Hokkaido, Okinawa, and expanded its borderline north to the Kamchatka Peninsula,
Manchuria, and south to Taiwan and the Philippines.

Yoshida Shoin may have picked up these ideas on military expansion from Satd Nobuhiro
(Kirihara 2009). Unlike Sato, he did not believe in the Japan-centered bio-cosmology of the
“‘mushuhi” theory of ancient Japanese myth; rather, Shoin used the glorious historical memory
of the ancient Japanese emperors to justify the idea of military expansion(Kirihara 2009). For
example, according to ancient Japanese historical records, Korea had once been conquered
by Japan, so Japan’s invasion of Korea was perfectly right. Yoshida Shoin not only recognized
the fact that Japan was a maritime nation but was also aware that the world had entered into a
mechanical age; machinery such as steam ships could make European nations neighbors to
Japan.

Still, Yoshida Shoin’s primary identity was as a Samurai. Samurais usually adapted their
measures according to time and local conditions, so did Yoshida. When the Tokugawa
government signed treaties with the United States, he changed his ideas from military
expansionism to free trade (Kirihara 2009). Since he was the teacher of many heroes of the
Meiji Restoration, Yoshida’'s way of using the ancient emperor’s glorious historical memory to



justify the ideas of military expansion was repeated after the Meiji Restoration®.

The Imagination of Maritime Nation and the Discourses of Asia

The early Meiji Period diplomatic policies were based on so-called Restoration thought,
which recalled the “glorious historical memory” of Ancient Empire of Japan: for example, the
historical memory that Korea had once been subordinated to the Japanese Empire. After
Korea’s refusal to accept the legitimacy of the Meiji Emperor as head of state of the Empire of
Japan, people began to debate to conquest of Korea(fil¥&# , Seikanron). Saigd Takamori( P58 &
B%, 1828 -1877), as one of the most influential samurai at that time, resigned because of
Seikanron. His resignation meant the failure of the Japanese emperor-centered Asian
diplomatic policy, which based on the “glorious historical memory” of Ancient Empire of Japan
(Yoshio 2002). Since then, the diplomatic policies of Meiji government were based on the treaty
system, meaning that Japan chose to take up the Western diplomatic system as its model.
However, the idea of Emperor-centered Asian diplomacy still remained in some intellectuals’
discourses, resulting in the establishment of many Asianism organizations (Yasuoka 1998;
Hazama 2001); Toho Kyokai( 3B, 1891) was one of them. In the following paragraphs, | will
discuss the discourses of the members of Toho Kyokai to examine how their discourses of
Maritime Nation in the early Meiji period connect to the emergence of Asianism.

First, let us look at the case of Fukumoto Nichinan (&4 H®, 1857-1921), one of the
members of Toho Kyokai. He was very interested in overseas immigration. For example, in
1886, he wrote a story called Hankai monogatari: a new civilian’s story which described how
Burakumin (ZB&E , vulgar commoners) in Japan emigrated to the Philippine Islands and joined
with the Filipinos to overthrow the Spanish colonial regime. From his narrative, we can see that
he wanted to resist the Western countries for the revival of the Asians (Hirosei 2004). He also
wrote a book called “Kaikoku seidan (A Discussion of the political Problems of a Maritime
Nation , BEBEX)” which apparently inherited the Maritime Nation Discourses of Hayashi Shihei.
Similar to Honda Toshiaki, he thought the increase in the domestic population would result in
inadequate living resources in Japan. Overseas immigration was a solution to the problem.
Although he wanted to make Japan the hegemony of the Asia-Pacific, he was opposed to the
excessive expansion of the Navy, thereby led to his criticism of Afred Thayer Mahan's sea
power theory (Fumoto 1911; Hirosei 2004).

Konoe Atsumaro (JTEREE , 1863 — 1904) is our second example. As a Japanese nobleman
and the vice chairman of Toho Kydkai, Konoe also claimed that being a maritime nation, Japan
should engage in overseas trade, colonization, and the command of the seas of East Asia. He
proposed an Asian Monroe Doctrine (1898), declaring that “ the orient is the orient of the
orient...... The responsibility for the solution of the problems of the orient is a matter for the
inhabitants of the orient” (Konoe 1968). He also dedicated himself to the rapprochements
between Japan and China; racial discourse was his main argument. For Konoe, the conflict
between the “white race” and the “yellow race|” seemed inevitable. Yet, the racial discourse was
just a means of encouraging military defense against the western powers, at the same time
facilitating a rather lucrative trading relationship with China. The superior consciousness of
Japan being a civilized nation was the intrinsic logic of his discourses. To realize his ideas,
Konoe and some Meiji intellectuals established a Pan-Asian political movement called the East
Asia Common Culture Society ( 3R 52 @l X &, Toéa Dobunkai), which promoted mutual
understandings and improvement in relations between Japan and China (Park 2008).

What should be noted here was that Konoe Atsumaro’s Asian Monroe doctrine was actually
incited by the change in United States’ diplomatic policy, as the U.S. navy’s attempt to gain
maritime domination of the Pacific Ocean in the late 19" century. This change itself was largely
brought about by the wide spread acceptance and influence of Afred Thayer Mahan's sea power
theory.

Mahan wrote a book called The Influence of Sea Power upon History , 1660-1783,
suggesting the development of maritime trade, the need for colonies, and the need for
expansion of the Navy. In his view, “sea power” not only referred to the domination of seas by

5 But, Yoshida Shoin learned this from the Mito school. The thoughts of the Mito school also had an important
influence in the 19" century Japan.



marine military forces but also included to the construction of facilities associated with the Navy
as a protection for overseas trade (Mahan 1890). In 1892, The Influence of Sea Power upon
History , 1660-1783 was translated and published by Toho Kyokai in Japan. Within two days,
thousands of copies were being sold.

As mentioned before, Fukumoto Nichinan had read The Influence of Sea Power upon
History , 1660-1783, and the book really influenced the development of the Imperial Japanese
Navy. For example, Sat6 Tetsutard ({£BEEXAHR, 1866—1942), known as "the Mahan of Japan",
published History of the Empire's Defense (1908), and the Revised History of the Empire's
Defense (1912), claiming the Navy as the central part of a nation’s military force. Sato’s books
widely used ideas developed from Mahan’s naval plans(Asada 1993).

In addition, Mahan's sea power theory also affected Tokutomi Soho(fE=##i£ , 1863-1957),a
famous journalist and historian who established the Min'yusha (& %t) publishing company,
publishing an influential newspaper Kokumin shimbun ( E K %t B, 1890-1929). Kokumin
shimbun ( 1894 ) published an editorial introducing Mahan’s sea power theory, which strongly
influenced Tokutomi Sohd.

In fact, Mahan’s theory led Tokutomi Sohd to think that Japan should confront with the
United Kingdom and the United States to gain hegemony in the Asia-Pacific after the Sino-
Japanese War. As a westernized ideologue, Tokutomi nonetheless began to promote the idea of
Asianism as a means of resisting the United Kingdom and the United States in the Asia-Pacific
region. After the World Warl, Sohd’s Asianism transformed into an Asian Monroe Doctrine. In
Taisho no seinen to teikoku no zento(The Young Men of Taisho Era and the Future of the
Empire, 1917) , he declared that the Asia should be ruled by the Asians (Yonehara 2002).

Indeed, Soho inherited nationalistic passion and Imperial household centrism from Yoshida
Shaoin; yet, unlike Shdin and the other Pan-Asiaists mentioned above, Soho’s Asian Monroe
doctrine was not based on the racial or cultural sense of solidarity between China and Japan,
but on the idea of escaping from Asia (Datsu-A, RiZ5). That is to say, he never opposed Asia’s
westernization, believed that Japan should be the tutor of other Asian countries in the process
of Asia’s westernization (Yonehara 2002). In Soh0’s thought, Japan was obviously not a part of,
but rather the leader of Asia. Such a contradiction made his Pan-Asian ideology hypocritical to
other Asian countries. Unfortunately, this kind of expansionist thoughts of Asianism became the
major ideology after the 1920s and 1930s.

To sum up, just like The United States, Japan was an emerging maritime nation ,taking the
UK as a precedent. Since the U.S. was much more similar to the European countries than
Japan in the aspect of color, race, and religion etc, it resulted in Japan’s resistance of the U.S.
with the idea of expanisionist Asiaism. Although this kind of expansionist thoughts of Asianism
resulted from many historical accidents and reasons, at least we could say that the imagination
of the maritime nation from the 18™ century was one of those key factors which make
expanisionist Asianism possible. As the Immigration Act, which barred specifically immigration of
people with origins in Japan, China etc, was passed through by the U.S. congress in 1924, it
seemed that the only choice for Japan was to overcome the different colored “ West” in order to
become the new “West”.

Conclusion

The 18" and 19" century Japanese maritime nation imagination was a factor leading Japan
to escape from Asia; as a consequence, it also encouraged the rise of Japanese Pan-Asian
ideology in the 19th century. The sea power theory served as one of the factors that lead to the
emphasis on military overseas expansion in Japan’s (expanisionist)Asiaism. Such an Asianism
decisively influenced Japan’s modern history, serving as an ideological justification for its
military expansionism until 1945.

Although Japan is no longer engage in the (expanisionist)Asiaism, still have a great
influence in the Asia-Pacific region. And some Japanese intellectuals still insist in the identity of
maritime nation, asserting that Japan is a peaceful maritime nation which could be protected by
the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security between the United States and Japan. On the
other side, China is urging to get the sea power of the Asia-Pacific region, want to rebuild China
as a maritime nation. It seems that the conflict of the two maritime nations is inevitable. So seas



are no more just natural borders but also became fields of conflict in the East Asia. Maybe this
also could be explained as a result of de-Asianization of the East Asian countries.
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