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Abstract

First of all, based on the analysis of reclamation process in the region of Hsinchu
and Miaoli and land litigation of Tam-Hsin files in the Qing Dynasty, this year’s
project points out the historic construction process of ownership and contract system
in Hsin-Miao region, and explains the ethnicity and regional characteristics. Secondly,
in the discussion of the evolution of Taiwan’s land ownership and contract system in
the Qing Dynasty and Japanese ruling period, and through such a historical
comparison, the historic characteristics of land ownership and contractual relationship
in the Qing Dynasty are highlighted. The final part discussed the difference between
Qing Dynasty and Western society in the evolution of the relationship between the
state and society since the sixteenth century, and the difference in the nature of
property ownership and contract system between Chinese and Western societies. It
also pointed out that the ethnicity and regional characteristics that existed in
ownership and contractual relationship in Qing Dynasty Hsin-Miao region may help
land cultivation and partial layout of market economy. But these characteristics result
in high costs of economic transactions and are harmful to the development of
cross-boundary land transactions and the industrial capitalism; Compared to this, the
ownership and contract system of the Western societies are more helpful to the

development of regional economic activities and the industrial capitalism.

Keywords: ethnic relationship, land ownership, land contract, land litigation,

economic development
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