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Abstract
The proposed project suggests a reversal of the standard approach of past

anthropological studies of Taiwan communities. The reversal involves placing at the
center of the research with the community as an “imagined” cultural value being studied
in combination with actual community processes of directed social reproduction and
transformation. For the Qing dynasty era, this specifically suggests that community be
studied as a community value where the local academy rather than the village in and of
itself played a pivotal role. The proposed project is a continuation of previous research
and publications on the role of the Wenshi Academy in community processes of social
reproduction and transformation in the Penghu Islands. The specific interest of the
proposed project is the role of the Mingzhi Academy in Zhugian City (now Hsinchu). A
three-year project on the Mingzhi Academy will make it possible for a
critical-yet-sympathetic critique of Benedict Anderson’s Imagined Communities (1991
[1983]), introducing Taiwan realities into the international theoretical debates on

Benedict Anderson’s work.

Keywords:
1. Mingzhi Academy, Hsinchu region, local educated elites, Hakka, Tanshui-Hsinchu
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