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Abstract

Contact is a very important mechanism for language change, occurring whenever
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there is a large bilingual population within a language community (Crowley 1997). Such
has been the situation in the development of Taiwan Hakka dialects. Si-Hai Hakka means
a pidgin resulting from contact between Sixian and Hai-Lu Hakka in Taiwan. Previous
researches on Si-Hai Hakka mainly focus on phonology. The main theme of the project is
to explore whether the Character-Words of Hakka Dialec will be change when dialect or
language contact happens. Character-Words of Hakka Dialect, according to Wen(2001),
means “some words which often can be seen in Hakka dialect area but seldom seen in
other dialect areca”.

In our investigation, we’ve found two kinds of contact: (1) language contact
between Hakka and Saysiat, an Austronesian language; (2)dialect contact between Hakka
and Southern Min or sub-dialect contact between different Kakka subdialects. The focus
of previous studies in Chinese is borrowing from other languages and the issues include
classification of the process and types of borrowing words (e.g. Haugen 1950) or their
semantic/syntactic change (Eifring and Theil 2005, etc.). The topics investigated in our
project are as following:

(1) Is the linguistic change induced by language contact different from that induced

by dialect contact?

(2) Are the mechanisms for the language contact different from that induced by

dialect contact?

Our data shows that shift-induced interference appears when Saisyat people speak Hakka
so that they can’t distinguish aspirated and unaspirated p/t/k. As for the merger of
different Hakka sub-dialects, it is caused by passive familiarity with other sub-dialect or
the code-switching for a long time. That is why Chung(2006) treated Si-Hai Hakka as a
kind of pidgin.

Key words: Four Stream Basin, Hakka dialect, Character-Words of Hakka Dialect,
language contact, shift-induced interference, code-switching
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