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Abstract

In 2010°s project, we have collected Hakka spoken data from five Saisiyat and
one Atayal, including 98 Hakka disyllabic tonal phrases, word lists of contrastive
consonants and rimes, diminutive words and sentences. Three of the informants are
above 70 years old, all Saisiyat; and the others are around forties. Two age groups
perform differently in their Hakka data. The elders can speak fluent Hakka with
observable Saisiyat influence, such as mixing uses of aspirated and unaspirated
stops, loss of stops in syllable final position, and stress-influenced tonal patterns. In
the data of diminutives, all three elder informants tend to add ‘kai’ before noun

phrases, due to the interference of case marking system in Saisiyat.

Keywords: Saisiyat, Hakka, second language acquisition, phonological adaptation
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