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Abstract

This study numerically investigates the
ignition behaviors of horizontally oriented
cellulosic materials subjected to a radiant
heat flux under a natural convective
environment. The process can be divided
into two stages: (I) Heating up stage, during
which the maximum temperature is increased
with time. (ll) Flame development stage,
which includes ignition and transition
processes. The ignition process is marked
with a shap increase in maximum

temperature. Meanwhile, the flame is in a
transition from a premixed flame to a
diffusion flame, except in a small region just
around the flame front. In the transition
process, the flame continuously spreads out,
formed the so-called opposed flame spread.
Since there is time lags between solid fuel
pyrolysis and gas phase chemical reaction,
the pyrolysis front overtakes the flame front
in the initial heating process. Once the
situation in the vicinity of the flame front
reach the ignition status, the flame moves
forward quickly, and the flame front moves
to nearly the same position as the pyrolysis
front position.

The ignition delay time is shorter for
horizontal solid fuel than for vertica one
under the same external heat flux. It is
because the resultant high temperature region
is not cooled and flammable mixture is not
diluted by the induced flow for horizontd
solid fuel. For various gravity level, the
ignition delay time is decreased with a
decrease in gravity level because of larger

flow velocity induced in high gravity
environment.
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Introduction

This study investigates the ignition and
transition to flame spread behaviors of a
horizontally oriented solid fuel subjected to a
radiant heat flux under a natural convective
environment in a normal gravitational field.
In fact, it is motivated from a previous
project [1], which studied the ignition
behaviors of a vertical solid fuel under the
same environment. For the problems
associated with  solid  fuel  ignition
characteristics, previous modeling studies
only considered the following topics: solid
fuel energy conservation [2]; gas phase
transport/chemical process (the transient



heating/pyrolysis process in solid fuel is
ignored) [3]; one-dimensional assumptions
[4]; and potentia flow in microgravity
environment [5] [6]. Although fires are
generally driven by natural convection, no
sophisticated models are available to describe
the complicated interaction between gas and
solid phases during the ignition process
under a natural covective environment in a
gravitational field. Therefore, this work
concentrates mainly on establishing a more
complete combustion model to study the
detailed process for ignition and subsequent
flame spread over athick solid fuel.

In light of above developments, this
study develops a time-dependent combustion
model to simulate and study the process of
radiative autoignition and  subsequent
transition to flame spread over a horizontally
oriented solid fuel. Then, the predicted
results are used to compare with ones for the
vertical solid fuel obtained previously by Lin
and Chen [7]. Besides, the parametric study
is based on changing gravity level. The
main purpose is to provide further insight
into the detailed ignition processes for
horizontal solid fuel and to understand their
respective controlling mechanisms.

M athematical M odel

Figure 1 illustrates the physica
configuration of two-dimensiona ignition
over a horizontally oriented solid fuel.
Because a symmetrical condition is applied
in the middle plane, the computations are
carried out on a half plane. At timet<0, the
system is quiescent. When t 3 0, an
externa heat flux in Gaussian distribution is
imposed on the solid surface. The
mathematical model for gas phase includes a
set of time-dependent, fully dliptic
conservation equations for  continuity,
momentum, energy, and species, an equation
of state, and an expression of viscosity
variation with temperature. They are
coupled with the solid phase energy and mass
conservation equations at the interface. The
study adopts an Arrhenius-type expression
describing the fuel consumption rate for the
chemical reaction in gas phase, and the
process that decomposes solid fuel into
volatiles and char.
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The numerica scheme adopts the
SIMPLE agorithm [8] and was thoroughly
described by Lin [9]. The solution obtained
by the grid distribution of 129 x 159
(corresponding to a non-dimensional
computational domain of 222.5 x 296.8) with
a time step Dt = 10 (equa to 0.0548 sec.
dimensionally) is acceptable; this set is also
an optimal combination for the following
computations. An SGI INDIGO2
workstation, located at National Chiao Tung
University, performed the computations.

Results and discussion

Similar to the classification for vertica



solid fuel ignition behaviors [7], the whole
process is divided into two distinct stages
according to the relationship between
maximum temperature and time as show in
Figure2. They are(I) Heating up stage, and
(I1) Flame development stage. The first
stage begins when the external radiative heat
flux starts to impose on the fuel surface, and
it ends as the ignition to occur. In the
heating process, the heated region is enlarged
and the flammable mixture preparing for the
following ignition is generated. The flame
development stage includes both the ignition
and transition processes. The occurrence
for ignition initiation is defined as the instant
when the specified reaction rate, 10* g/cm®.s,
first appears in gas phase. The ignition
process starts from ignition initiation. The
Ignition process is characterized by a sharp
increase in maximum temperature.  Such an
increase is attributed to that a large amount
of heat is generated from chemical reaction
of the accumulative, flammable mixture.
Meanwhile, the flameisin atransition from a
premixed flame to a diffusion flame, except
in asmall region just around the flame front.
The transition process starts when the
maximum temperature reaches its highest
valueinignition process.

The Ignition delay time is shorter for
horizontal solid fuel than for vertica one
under the same external radiant flux (Tablel).
This trend is consistent with the observation
in the experimental works by Kashiwagi [10].
In horizontal mode, in upstream (-x) the heat
conduction is against the incoming cold
convection, however, the convection near the
symmetrical plane rises upward due to the
impingement of two equal strength but
opposed induced flows at the plane of x = 0.
Also the volatile flow from pyrolyzing
surface are injecting to the flow field. A
symmetrical thermal plume is formed. From
the characteristics of these two flow fields
mentioned above, the heat in upstream
carried by convection is accumulated in the
middle plane of x = 0 due to the stagnation
plane resulted from impingement in
horizontal mode. Therefore, under the same
incident heat flux the temperature rise in
solid fuel is expected faster for horizontal
mode, consequently, so does for earlier
ignition.

The changing in gravity level effects the
potential of buoyant force, which in turn,
effect the induced flow motion. It dominant
the resultant distributions of temperature and
fuel /oxygen mass fraction.  Table Il

indicates the ignition delay times increase
with an increasing in gravity level. The
interface maximum temperatures at ignition
also show similar trend.  On the other hand,
the pyrolysis distance decreases with an
increase in gravity level. It is because
larger flow velocity induced in high gravity
environment lead much heat loss to the
environment, and the heat accumulated
region near the symmetry line and the surface
issmaller than in low gravity environment.
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Table | Effect of solid fuel orientations on ignition
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