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Abstract

his article is a meditation on the “class consciousness” as expressed in

literary texts by examining the contemporary Taiwan fiction under the
influence of postmodern aesthetic movement in the late 1980. First of all,
I discuss the misrecognition of capitalist institutions, namely why people
fail to truly understand their class interests, as well as why they tend to
accept their own status quo of being governed in the production relations
in capitalism. Next, through the intense longing for consumerist lifestyles
revea%)ed in contemporary Taiwan fiction, we can make the observation that
the “postmodern genre” not only has its strong classism but postmodern
aesthetics often approves of the bourgeois pursuit of material comfort and
wealth. Third, this article also seeks to analyze the narratives of romantic
love in Taiwan postmodern fiction, in which the pursuit of romantic
love reveals the optimistic longing for social mobility. This explains why
postmodern fiction, while cognizant of class division, often fails to critique
this phenomenon. Last but not least, the macro issue of history will be
addressed. In contemporary Taiwan fiction, the very type of postmodern
aesthetics that emphasizes self-reflexivity and deconstruction also questions
the emancipatory politics toward which socialist thought opens, thereby
legitimatizing the historical process of capitalism in the name of progress
and development. Overall, while the postmodern aesthetics in Taiwan fiction
accurately identifies the economic character and class inequality of Taiwanese
society, the postmodern genre still holds a certain conservative view that on
one hand, structural inequity can be overcome through individual effort and,
one the other, class inequality is a natural consequence of historical progress.

Keywords: Class consciousness, False consciousness, Marxism, Taiwan postmodern fiction,
Taiwanese Literary History
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