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Abstract

The development and change of the citizens’ political attitudes is affected by
their political information at hand. Their political information is produced by the
mass media. Therefore, it is worthwhile to observe how political information on
mass media shapes political attitudes.

First, the coverage and contents of mass media affect the citizens’ (audience’s)
political attitudes. Second, media cognition represents their views about the coverage
and contents. This program discusses whether mass media brings positive or negative
impact on the audience’s political support. It seems that “virtuous circle theory” and
“media malaise theory” both make sense on this issue. The “virtuous circle theory”
thinks that the media has the functions of public service and raises political
involvement. On the contrary, the “media malaise theory” criticizes the media full of
negative and unfair coverage. As a result, we can say that the media cognition and
content both are the sources which affect the audience’s political attitudes. Even the
influence on political attitudes by the interaction of both also matters.

Different from general research designs, we use panel data in this program to
analyze the change and continuity of political attitudes, and this paper crosses over the
discussion between political science and communication studies. In addition to
demonstrating the arguments by secondary data in the first year, we will create the
new media cognition measurement in focus group study in the second year. Based on
the findings of first and second years, we will analyze further the implications,
applications, and prospects of “virtuous circle theory” and “media malaise theory” in
political and communications studies by telephone interviewing.

Keywords: political information, political attitudes, political communication, panel
study, media malaise theory, virtuous circle theory
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