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Abstract

The terms ‘ghosts’ and ‘spirits’ have recently been commonly adopted in the aesthetic
discourse as the function of narrating photography, images and installations in the field of
contemporary art writings in Taiwan and across Asia. The images, as if providing a portal for
the return of the spirits of the past, allow the repressed and suppressed able to traverse to and
from past and present, reality and fiction in the form of apparitions. Nevertheless, how should
we understand the relationship between the image and the apparition when the apparition
within the image escapes its role as the metaphor and no longer merely refers to the notion
of ‘the return of the dead’ or ‘the affiliation with the soul’, and no longer carries the burdens
and traumas of history? When one expects to ‘see’ the ghosts of their lost beloved through
the Blindfold Taoist Ritual, how is this ‘secing’ of an ‘image’ made possible without the
interference of light?

To begin with, the text discusses the characteristics of ghosts within realizations and critiques
of images in Taiwanese contemporary art before further reflecting on the definition of ghosts.
Through investigation of the two examples, ‘Ghost in Supernatural Video” and ‘Blindfold
Taoist Ritual, particularly in their image production, mechanism of reading as well as ways of
projection, the text explores the implied perceptions of the image through ‘the photographed
ghosts’ and ‘the image ritual without light’ in surveillance images. These are ‘images’ taken
less seriously, and at the same time, there has been the intricacy of narrating these ‘images’
and putting them in context through rational reasoning. To conclude, the author attempts to
ponder over the characteristics of ghosts by means of the still-evolving notion of ‘image’ as well
as its relating concepts in Taiwanese contemporary art.
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